HARNETT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Minutes of Regular Meeting

March 15, 2010

The Harnett County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, March 15, 2010, in the Commissioners Meeting Room, County Administrative Building, 102 East Front Street, Lillington, North Carolina.

Members present:
Timothy B. McNeill, Chairman




Beatrice B. Hill, Vice-Chairman




Dan B. Andrews, Commissioner




Gary House, Commissioner




Jim Burgin, Commissioner

Staff present:

Scott Sauer, County Manager




Tony Wilder, Deputy County Manager




Dwight W. Snow, County Attorney




Sylvia Blinson, Finance Officer




Gina Daniel, Acting Clerk

 

Chairman McNeill called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Vice Chairman Hill gave the invocation.

Troop 794 (Buies Creek First Baptist Church), Troop 61 (Lillington Community Building), and Troop 750 (Kipling) led the pledge of allegiance.
Chairman McNeill called for additions and deletions to the published agenda.  Commissioner Burgin moved to approve the agenda as published.  Commissioner Andrews seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Commissioner House moved to approve the items on the consent.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion and the Board unanimously approved the following items on the consent agenda:

1. Minutes:  March 1, 2010 Regular Meeting
2. Budget amendments:  

293 Public Utilities – PU0704 Ft Bragg W&WW Capital Project

Code
568-9100-431.43-16
Major repair



        200,000 increase


568-9100-431.45-40
Land and ROW


        100,000 increase


568-9100-431.45-80
Contingency



        412,860 increase



568-0000-356.91-02
PWC Transition


        712,860 increase
294 Public Utilities – PU0705 WTP Expansion Capital Project

Code
569-9100-431.45-40
Land and ROW


        125,000 decrease


569-9100-431.45-08
Paving




        125,000 increase

295 Public Utilities – PU0703 East Central Capital Project Ordinance

Code
567-9100-431.45-80
Contingency




5,000 decrease


567-9100-431.45-20
Legal & Admin



5,000 increase

297  Public Utilities - PU014B South Central WW Capital Project

Code
553-9100-431.45-80
Contingency



          20,375 decrease


553-9100-431.45-05
Triangle Grading & Paving Inc
          20,375 increase

3. Tax refunds and releases. (Attachment 1)
The Tax Office also shared the Harnett County Rebate Details Report.
4. In accordance with General Statute 105-369(a), received from the Tax Administrator, a Report of Total Unpaid 2009 taxes that are liens on real property.  The total amount is $3,757,965.10.
5. Resolution to add roads to state system (Attachment 2)
6. The Department of Public Utilities requested approval of an increasing change order totaling $20,374.70 for Triangle Grading & Paving, Inc.  The change order is for quantity changes and an additional bore and jack associated with the South Central Wastewater Project.
7.  The Planning Services Department requested to reclassify the position of Planning Technician (Grade 65) held by Teresa Byrd to a Planner Trainee (Grade 68) to support one or more of the current Boards and assist with other duties as performed by the professional planning staff.  Ms. Byrd has worked within the Planning Services Department since 1999 and is currently performing at a level above her current position and shows much enthusaism of taking on more responsibility.  Ms. Byrd holds an Associate's Degree and is currently enrolled in a four year degree program.  
8. The Sheriff's Office is requesting to enter into an  agreement with Hobart to provide labor, travel and parts for equipment located in the kitchen of the Detention Center. The agreement will cover March 2010 through June 30 , 2010 at a cost of $ 5,758.00 and funds are available in the current budget.  Approval of the contract is contingent upon final review and approval by County Staff Attorney as to form.
9. The Sheriff's Office requests permission to submit a Criminal Justice Partnership grant to the North Carolina Department of Correction, Division of Community Corrrections.  The grant will provide funds for the Criminal Justice Partnership Program in Harnett County.  This program provides services to sentenced offenders.  These services include GED classes, life skill classes, drug counciling, and other services.  The grant will be in the amount of $ 103,048 with no local fund match.
10. The Sheriff's Office requests permission to accept grant funds from the Department of Justice.  The first grant is the BJA FY 09 Recovery Act Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant for $146,458.00 with no match. The Sheriff’s Office has received notification that this grant was awarded to Harnett County. These funds will be used to purchase computers (laptops) for use by Deputies in their vehices.  The second grant is the regular (old Block Grant) BJA FY 09 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Grant in the amount of $ 35,593.00 with no match. These funds will be used to purchase computers (laptops) for Deputies to use in their patrol cars.
11. The Sheriff's Office requests approval to enter into a agreement with BFPE to provide service and  inspections of the Fire Safety Systems in the Detention Center.  The agreement will provide for the inspection of the Kitchen Fire Suppression System, portable fire extingusisher, emergency and exit lights, fire alarm system, FM-200(dry) fire suppression system, automatic sprinkler system and back-flow system.  Service and inspectations will be preformed as required or needed.  Funds are available in the budget.  Approval of the contract is contingent upon final review and approval by County Staff Attorney as to form.
12. The Sheriff's Office requests approval to enter into a agreement with Norment to provide service to the Detention Center.  The agreement will be for the security systems, the electronic doors, card reader system and video visitation system.  Norment will provide repairs, yearly preventive maintenance, parts and labor for these systems.  The agreement will be for March 2010 through June 30, 2010.  Funds are available in the budget to cover the cost of  this service.  Approval of the contract is contingent upon final review and approval by County Staff Attorney as to form.
13. The Sheriff's Office requests approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the Harnett County Sheriff's Office for the reimbursement of joint operations expenses from the Treasury Forfeiture Fund.  Approval of the MOU is contingent upon final review and approval by County Staff Attorney as to form.
14. The Harnett County Library requests permission to apply for a grant from Wal-
Mart to purchase DVDs.  The amount that will be requested is $1,000.  Wal-Mart will accept grant applications as long as the grant benefits the community.  

15. The Deputy County Manager requests renewal of a container site lease for Mamers between Raul Aguirre Berduzco and County of Harnett.  The Lessor does request an increase of $200 due to increase in taxes for property.  The annual rental sum is $2,100.
16. The Deputy County Manager requests renewal of a container site lease for Johnsonville between Ralph Hillmon Mangum and Margaret M. Mangum and County of Harnett.  The Lessor does request an increase of $200 due to increase in taxes for property.  The annual rental sume is $2,100.
17. Emergency Services requests approval to budget the award of the 2009-2010 ASPR (Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response) Grant funds for the SMAT III (State Medical Assistance Team) project administered by the Wake Med CapRac (Capital Regional Advisory Committee)  in the amount of $6,000 to purchase two Motorola 800 MHz VIPER radios for our SMAT III Team.  This grant will be a reimbursable grant with no matching funds required.
Chairman McNeill opened the floor for informal comments by the public, allowing 3 minutes for each presentation up to 30 minutes.

Mr. Jim Thomas of Bunn Level voiced concerns regarding the Bunn Level 
container site.  Mr. Thomas said due to the hours, location and facilities at that 
site people are dumping trash on nearby roads. 
Dr. Bruce Blackmon of Buies Creek, proposed that the County ask the
NC State Treasurer to invest 5% of the county’s lottery money for a growth 
endowment fund for Harnett County to help cut taxes.  
Mr. Eddie Tobler of Wilmington, North Carolina, asked the Board to 
consider some “common sense” changes to the rules in Harnett County regarding 
running deer with dogs.
Tommy Ferguson and Lisa Jargison, both of Erwin, voiced concerns regarding 
the violence and crime in their neighborhood.
Commissioner Andrews moved to approve the appointments listed below.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee
Perva A. Brown (nominated by Commissioner Andrews) was reappointed for a term of one year to expire February 28, 2011. 
Harnett County Board of Adjustment

Rick L. Foster and Kenneth Shaw (nominated by Chairman McNeill) were reappointed for a term of 3 years which will expire March 31, 2013.

Brad A. Salmon and George F. Brice (nominated by Chairman McNeill) were appointed as alternate members for a term of 3 years which will expire March 31, 2013.
Harnett County Board of Health

Lynda A. Miller (nominated by Commissioner Andrews) was appointed for a term of 3 years which will expire March 31, 2013.

Juvenile Crime Prevention Council

James Futrell (nominated by Commissioner Burgin) was reappointed for a term of 

2 years which will expire March 31, 2012.
At the request of Commissioner Burgin, reappointments to the Board of Equalization and Review were postponed; staff was directed to research term lengths and the possibility of new appointments and staggering terms.

Mr. Ralph Thurman addressed the Board regarding the Harnett Area Rural Transit System’s Proposed Rural Operating Assitance (ROAP) Application.  Mr. Thurman noted that the public hearing is required as part of the application process.  Mr. Thurman reported the possibly funding for administrative funds is approximately $265,636 with a 15% local match for the county and for capital expenses, which involves vehicle exchanges, is $272,310 with a 10% local match.
Mr. Thurman stated the program currently has 28 vehicles and 25 drivers.  Mr. Thurman will report back to the board on the total number of users in the past 12 months.
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.
Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed text amendment – zoning ordinance.  The request made was in regards to Article VI, Zoning Districts & Regulations, Sections 11.0 – 11.5 Airport Overlay District – AO, Article XVI Definitions.  Staff proposes the amendment would provide safety of property owners in the vicinity of the airport as well as those utilizing the airport now and in the future.  A public hearing was held by the Planning Board on Monday, March 1, 2010.  The Planning Board unanimously recommends denial of the proposed text amendment that would add an Airport Overlay District to the curring Zoning Ordinance.

It was the consensus of the commissioners and county attorney to allow one public hearing on both the above and below proposed changes.  
Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed zoning change.  This request was made in regards to proposed zoning change from Conservation, RA-20M, RA-20R, RA-30, RA-40, Commercial and Industrial to Airport Overlay Zoning District.  Townships: Grove, Lillington, Neill’s Creek.  A public hearing was held by the Planning Board on Monday, March 1, 2010.  With standing room only, eleven citizens spoke in opposition to the request.  No one spoke in favor of the request.  The Planning Board unanimously recommends denial of the proposed Airport Overlay Zoning District based on the impact of the proposal to the community and unfavorable findings by the Board.  
Mr. Wilder reported he and staff had meet with military representatives and shared concerns about low flying planes and times of usage of the Harnett County Airport.  Staff asked the military to consider changing their flight patterns and not scheduling them late.  The County recently renewed the Letter of Agreement between the Department of the Air Force and County of Harnett.  
Mr. Richard Barkes with the Division of Aviation, NC Department of Transportation, commended the county’s efforts toward land use planning around the airport.  He said he supports the proposed rezoning as incompatiable land use can cause real problems later.  Mr. Barkes also reported that the Harnett County Airport generates close to $21 Million.  Commissioners requested documentation to support that statement.  
Ms. Ficzko briefly discussed responses she received when polling other counties as to if they currently have an an airport overlay or airport zoning districts?

Commissiner Burgin confirmed that the Harnett County Airport currently meet FAA requirements with the exception of runway protection zone on one end of the runway.  He noted that the proposed overlay is not included in the current Master Plan for the Harnett County Airport.  He also noted that Duplin County is currently the only county in North Carolina with an approved airport overlay.
Mr. Steve Bright with Talbert & Bright spoke in support of the proposed overlay.  He believes the overlay will protect the airport and people around it.  He said the proposed change in the zoning ordinance has no impact on existing private property unless the owner wishes to sub-divide the property.  
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.
The following citizens spoke in opposition of the proposed Airport Overlay 
zoning change:
Devone Moore 

Louise Loyd
Gene McLeod


Jim Hartman
Frank Stump


Paul Robinson

Robert Guy


Craig Matthews

Elizabeth Crudup

Catherine Butler

James Rose


Lewis Bell

Blair Little


Thomas Ellis

Jerry Brenneman

Becky Williams

Richard Rogers

Blaze Cameron

Darrell Stewart

Jimmy Capps of Coats spoke in favor of the proposed Airport Overlay zoning change.
There being no further comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Burgin asked to be recuse from voting on the two proposed changes.  Commissioner House moved to allow recusal; Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Commissioner Andrews moved to have the Planning Board revisit the proposed Zoning Change Request – Airport Overlay Zoning District.  He noted 3 of the 7 board members were not present to vote on the issue.  The motion died due to the lack of a second.   
Commissioner Hill moved to deny the proposed text amendment – zoning ordinance - Airport Overlay District Zoning Change request, Airport Overlay Zoning District.  Commissioner House seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Commissioner Burgin did not vote.
Commissioner House moved to deny the proposed zoning change from Conservation, RA-20M, RA-20R, RA-30, RA-40, Commercial and Industrial to Airport Overlay Zoning District.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Commissioner Burgin did not vote.
Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed zoning change.  This request was made in regards to proposed zoning change from RA-40 to RA-20R Zoning District; 26 landowners, 72+/- acres, Stewart’s Creek Township, SR 1779, Beaver Dam Road.  A public hearing was held by the Planning Board on Monday, March 1, 2010.  No one spoke in opposition to the request.  Small Scale Rezoning was considered and unanimously found to be reasonable.  The Planning Board recommends approval with a unanimous vote based on favorable findings of facts A-E stated in the Harnett County Zoning Ordinance.

Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.
Vice Chairman Hill moved to approve the proposed zoning change.  Commissioner House seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  
Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed text amendment – Zoning Ordinance, Article VI, Zoning Districts and Regulations, Article XVI, Definitions.  Proposed amendments would address certain interpretational issues related to multifamily developments, update and include a better format for multifamily development regulations. The Planning Board reviewed proposed amendments March 1, 2010, and unanimously recommended approval.
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.
Commissioner Andrews moved to approve the proposed text amendment changes.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  (Attachment 3)

Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed text amendment – Zoning Ordinance, Article IX, Sign Requirements, Sections 2.0 Maintenance & 6.0 Nonconforming Signs.  Proposed Amendment will allow property owners to relocate billboards to facilitate new development and growth.  The Planning Board reviewed proposed amendments March 1, 2010, and unanimously recommended approval.
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.
Commissioner House moved to approve the proposed text amendment.  Commissioner Burgin seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  (Attachment 4)
Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed text amendment to the Harnett County Zoning Ordinance,  Article VI, Zoning Districts and Regulations, Section 11.3 Use and Structure Regulations.  The proposed amendments would address issues in the current ordinance regarding in-home childcare facilities that have provided “play areas”.  The Planning Board reviewed proposed amendments March 1, 2010, and unanimously recommended approval.
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.  
Commissioner Burgin moved to approve the proposed text amendment.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  (Attachment 5)
Samantha Ficzko, Planner II, petitioned the Board for a proposed text amendment to the Harnett
County Subdivision Ordinance, Article V, Design Standards, Section 5.3 Water & Sewer.  

Proposed Amendments would remove vague and ambiguous statements.    
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.
Vice Chairman Hill moved to approve the proposed text amendment.  Commissioner Andrews Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  (Attachment 6)

Mr. Sauer presented the following reports:

· Department of Public Health February Activities Summary 
· Animal Control February Activities Report

· Landfill Billing for February

· Veteran Affairs February Activities Report

· Planning Services Monthly Report

· Community Child Protection Team (CCPT) of Harnett County’s Annual Report

Mr. Sauer announced that Litter Sweep Annual Clean-up will be April 17, 2010 through May 1, 2010

Chairman McNeill asked the media to encourage citizens to complete their census forms.  He stated that state and federal funds are allocated based on those census numbers.
Commissioner Andrews moved that the Board go in to closed session to discuss and consider certain personnel matters and discuss litigation.  This motion is made pursuant to N.C. General Statute Section 143-318.11(a)(6).  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Commissioner Andrews moved that the Board come out of closed session.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Commissioner Burgin moved to removed abortions from our health care policy.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner House.  Chairman McNeill moved to table the issue until more information was available.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Andrews and passed 

4 to 1.
Commissioner Burgin asked staff to make adjustments for bonuses for workers with calculation of regular overtime. 

Commissioner Burgin asked staff to pay Talbert and Bright as soon as possible for their work on the proposed Airport Overlay.  
Vice Chairman Hill moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:34 pm.   Commissioner House seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned. 

___________________________________

____________________________________

Timothy B. McNeill, Chairman


Margaret Regina Wheeler, Acting Clerk
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