HARNETT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Minutes of Regular Meeting

October 19, 2009

 
The Harnett County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, October 19, 2009, in the Commissioners Meeting Room, County Administrative Building, 102 East Front Street, Lillington, North Carolina.

Members present:
Timothy B. McNeill, Chairman




Beatrice B. Hill, Vice-Chairman




Dan B. Andrews, Commissioner




Gary House, Commissioner




Jim Burgin, Commissioner

Staff present:

Scott Sauer, County Manager




Wm. A. (Tony) Wilder, Assistant County Manager




Dwight W. Snow, County Attorney




Sylvia Blinson, Finance Officer




Gina Daniel, Acting Clerk

 

Chairman McNeill called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Commissioner Burgin led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.

 

Chairman McNeill called for additions and deletions to the published agenda.  Commissioner Andrews moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

 

Upon motion by Vice Chairman Hill and seconded by Commissioner Andrews, the Board unanimously approved the following items on the consent agenda:
1. Minutes:
October 5, 2009 Minutes of Regular Meeting


September 25, 2009 Minutes of Reconvened Meeting

2. Budget amendments

107 Education Department

Code
110-8600-480.31-15
Central Carolina Community College          15,211 increase

110-8800-490.32-16
Contingency



          15,211 decrease

94 Workforce Development - WIA Youth Program Fund

Code
234-7405-465.11-00
Harnett County – In School – Salaries 

& Wages



     26,280.48 increase



234-7405-465.12-00
Harnett County – In School – Salaries






& Wages, Part-time


       8,376.94 increase



234-7405-465.12-02
Harnett County – In School – Salaries 






& Wages, Part-time Participant Wages 15,5670.00 increase


234-7405-465.21-00
Harnett County – In School – Group





Insurance



       4,937.00 increase


234-7405-465.22-00
Harnett County – In School – FICA





Tax Expense



       2,657.62 increase


234-7405-465.22-01
Harnett County – In School – FICA





Tax Expense Participant

       1,191.00 increase


234-7405-465.23-00
Harnett County – In School – 





Retirement



       1,288.36 increase


234-7405-465.26-08
Harnett County – In School – Worker’s





Comp




          503.00 increase


234-7405-465.26-09
Harnett County – In School – Worker’s 




Comp Participation


          215.00 increase


234-7405-465.32-73
Harnett County – In School – Training 





Vouchers



     12,555.09 increase


234-7405-465.35-26
Harnett County – In School –





Participation Cost

      
       2,057.81 increase


234-7405-465.35-27
Harnett County – In School – Child





Care Cost



       2,100.00 increase


234-7405-465.41-11
Harnett County – In School – Telephone





& Postage



       1,486.44 increase


234-7405-465.41-13
Harnett County – In School – Utilities      3,829.00 increase


234-7405-465.44-21
Harnett County – In School – Building





& Equipment Rent


          500.00 increase


234-7405-465.58-01
Harnett County – In School – Training 





& Meetings



          840.00 increase


234-7405-465.58-14
Harnett County – In School – Travel 

Admin




          350.00 increase



234-7405-465.58-19
Harnett County – In School – Travel






Participants 



          608.00 increase



234-7405-465.60-33
Harnett County – In School – Materials






& Supplies



          350.00 increase



234-7405-465.60-53
Harnett County – In School – Dues & 






Subscriptions




42.00 increase



234-0000-331.74-05
Workforce Development – Harnett 






County Youth (In School)    
                 85,734.74 increase

95 Workforce Development - WIA Youth Program Fund

Code
234-7406-465.12-02
Sampson County – In School Salaries





& Wages Part-time participation
     14,565.73 increase


234-7406-465.22-01
Sampson County – In School – FICA 




Tax Expense Participation

       1,114.28 increase


234-7406-465.33-45
Sampson County – In School 





Contracted Services 


     23,114.26 increase


234-7406-465.35-26
Sampson County – In School – 

Participant Cost 

                   8,120.00 increase



234-7406-465.41-11
Sampson County – In School – Telephone

& Postage   


                   2,205.00 increase



234-7406-465.44-21
Sampson County – In School – Building






& Equipment Rent


          700.00 increase



234-7406-465.60-31
Sampson County – In School – Gas, 






Oil & Automotive


       1,043.00 increase



234-7406-465.60-33
Sampson County – In School – Materials






& Supplies



          700.00 increase



234-0000-331.74-06
Workforce Development – Sampson 






County Youth (In School)

     51,562.27 increase




96 Workforce Development - WIA Youth Program Fund

Code
234-7407-465.11-00
Harnett County – Out of School – 

Salaries & Wages


     11,261.63 increase



234-7407-465.11-05
Harnett County – Out of School – 

Overtime



              3.63 increase



234-7407-465.12-00
Harnett County – Out of School –






Salaries & Wages Part-time

       2,823.06 increase 



234-7407-465.12-02
Harnett County – Out of School –






Salaries & Wages Part-time Participant   11,450.01 increase



234-7407-465.21-00
Harnett County – Out of School –






Group Insurance


       2,115.95 increase



234-7407-465.22-00
Harnett County – Out of School – FICA






Tax Expense



       1,082.30 increase



234-7407-465.22-01
Harnett County – Out of School – FICA






Tax Expense Participation

          877.00 increase



234-7407-465.23-00
Harnett County – Out of School – 






Retirement



          522.58 increase



234-7407-465.26-08
Harnett County – Out of School –






Worker’s Comp


          216.00 increase



234-7407-465.26-09
Harnett County – Out of School –






Worker’s Comp Participation

          282.00 increase



234-7407-465.32-73
Harnett County – Out of School –






Training Vouchers


       1,500.75 increase



234-7407-465.35-26
Harnett County – Out of School –






Participation Cost


          100.00 increase



234-7407-465.41-11
Harnett County – Out of School –






Telephone & Postage


       1,460.55 increase



234-7407-465.41-13
Harnett County – Out of School – 

Utilities



       1,642.00 increase



234-7407-465.44-21
Harnett County – Out of School –






Building & Equipment Rent

          214.00 increase



234-7407-465.58-01
Harnett County – Out of School –






Training & Meetings


          360.00 increase



234-7407-465.58-14
Harnett County – Out of School – Travel    150.00 increase


234-7407-465.58-19
Harnett County – Out of School – Travel






Participants



          484.00 increase



234-7407-465.60-33
Harnett County – Out of School –






Materials & Supplies


          150.00 increase



234-7407-465.60-53
Harnett County – Out of School –






Dues & Subscriptions



18.00 increase



234-0000-331.74-07
Workforce Development – Harnett






County Youth (Out of School)
     36,743.46 increase


97 Workforce Development - WIA Youth Program Fund

Code
234-7408-465.12-02
Sampson County – Out of School 






Salaries & Wages Part time Participant     6,242.45 increase



234-7408-465.22-01
Sampson County – Out of School – FICA






Tax Expense Participant

          477.54 increase



234-7408-465.33-45
Sampson County – Out of School –






Contracted Services


       9,906.13 increase



234-7408-465.35-26
Sampson County – Out of School –






Participant Cost


       3,480.00 increase



234-7408-465.41-11
Sampson County – Out of School –






Telephone & Postage


          945.00 increase



234-7408-465.44-21
Sampson County – Out of School –






Building & Equipment Rent

          300.00 increase

234-7408-465.60-31 Sampson County – Out of School – Gas,
Oil & Automotive


          447.00 increase

234-7408-465.60-33   Sampson County - Out of School – 

Materials & Supplies


          300.00 increase
234-0000-331.74-08   Workforce Development – Sampson


County Youth (out of school)

     22,098.12 increase


100 Health Department 


Code
110-7600-441.41-11
Telephone & Postage



   700 increase



110-7600-441.60-33
Materials & Supplies



   400 increase



110-7600-441.60-46
Medical Supplies



2,958 increase



110-0000-331.76-06
BT 514 Funds Bioterrorism Preparedness
4,058 increase


101 Youth Restitution


Code
110-8800-490.32-16
Contingency Fund



8,908 decrease



110-7930-441.11-00
Full Time Salary & Wages


   864 increase



110-7930-441.12-00
Part Time Salary & Wages


7,200 increase



110-7930-441.21-00
Group Insurance



   133 increase



110-7930-441.22-00
FICA





   617 increase



110-7930-441.23-00
Regular Retirement



     42 increase



110-7930-441.26-08
Workers Comp



   235 increase



110-7930-441.52-54
Insurance & Bonds



     32decrease
110-7930-441.55-12
Printing and Binding



   100 decrease
110-7930-441.60-33
Materials & Supplies 



     16 decrease

110-7930-441.60-53
Dues & Subscriptions



     35 decrease


104 Sheriff’s Office – E. Byrne Justice Assistance Grant


Code
110-5103-420.60-33
Materials & Supplies –

E. Byrne Justice Asst.

                    146,458 increase



110-0000-331.51-13
E. Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance






Grant




        146,458 increase


105 Sheriff’s Office – E. Byrne Justice Asst.


Code
110-5103-420.60.33
Materials & Supplies





E. Byrne Justice Asst.


          11,476 increase


110-0000-331.51-13
E. Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance

 Grant




          10,432 increase



110-0000-399.00-00
Fund Balance Appropriated


1,044 increase


106 Sheriff’s Office – Harnett Criminal Justice Partnership Program


Code
110-5102-420.11-00
Salary




          30,330 increase



110-5102-420.21-00
Group Insurance



5,290 increase



110-5102-420.22-00
FICA





2,292 increase



110-5102-420.23-00
Regular Retirement



1,487 increase



110-5102-420.26-08
Worker’s Compensation


     83 increase



110-5102-420.33-45
Contracted Services



4,752 decrease



110-5102-420.58-01
Training & Meetings



   200 increase


110-5102-420.60-33
Materials & Supplies



3,626 increase



110-0000-334.51-02
Harnett Criminal Justice Partnership 






Program



          38,556 increase


107 Education Department


Code
110-8600-480.31-15
Central Carolina Community College






Capital Outlay



          15,211 increase



110-8800-490.32-16
Contingency



          15,211 decrease

3. Tax refunds and releases (Attachment 1)
4. Write-offs for delinquent Public Utilities accounts for the third quarter of 2009.  All of these accounts have been delinquent for more than 3 years and total $19,848.96.  

5. The Legal Department, on behalf of the Harnett County Department of Emergency Services, requested approval of the Memorandum of Understanding between the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management and County of Harnett.  The purpose of the Agreement is to more efficiently utilize Homeland Security Grant Program Funds by allowing NCEM to manage and host classes on behalf of the County.  Travel costs will be included for all classes managed by the State utilizing these funds.
6. The Sheriff’s Office is requesting to reduce their budget for the Criminal Justice Partnership Program in the amount of $1555.  The State of North Carolina reduced the budget for the Crimininal Justice Partnership Program from $104,603 to $103,048 for the year ending July 2010.  This reduction will be reduced in Contractual Services.
Informal comments were provided by Mr. Dave Rogers, Mr. Jay Sills and Mrs. Karen Rogers. 
Mr. Dave Rogers and Mrs. Karen Rogers of Johnson Road, Coats, NC, noted concerns regarding questions about the land purchase for the Boone Trail School as well as healthcare in Harnett County and county government spending.  
Mr. Jay Sill, who no longer lives in Harnett County, talked to the commissioners regarding money being taken out of his taxes but also listed on his credit report as a result of charges he owed Harnett County Public Utilities.   
Chairman McNeill announced that the public comment period is now closed.  The Chairman moved to item six on the agenda and recognized Commissioner Dan Andrews.

Commissioner Dan Andrews came to the podium and stated concerns that he had about statements made in the October 6, 2009 edition of the Daily Record newspaper which were attributed to Commissioners Burgin and House that Commissioner Andrews perceived to be slanderous.  These statements concerned questions arising from the sale of real property by Commissioner Andrews’ sister, Eunice Bland, to the County Board of Education to be used as a portion of the Boone Trail Elementary School site.  Commissioner Andrews further stated that the selection of the Boone Trail school site was strictly a Board of Education decision in which he was not involved.  Commissioner Andrews described the history behind this real property and his sister’s reputation as a person who had spent her entire life helping others.  

Commissioner Andrews concluded his statement saying that the school board decided on a very wise site for the Boone Trail School and that anybody that has anything to say about his sister or his family has got to deal with me.

Mr. Ferrell stated that no one did anything wrong in this process.  The land was purchased to allow for more accessibility and safety at the school.  Mr. Ferrell said based on the needs and growth potential in that area, this was the best land available.  He said the Board of Education is good stewards of the money.
Chairman Donna McNeill stressed that the engineers looked long and hard at the original Boone Trail site to try to make it work.
Commissioner Andrews did not nor had any reason to recuse himself from voting to approve the purchase of the land for the school in September 2007.
Commissioner Andrews moved to approve the appointments listed below.  Commissioner Burgin seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Planning Board 

Mr. N. Carnell Robinson (nominated by Commissioner Andrews) for a three year term to expire October 31, 2012.
Local Firemen’s Relief Fund Trustees  
Commissioner Hill nominated the recommended appointments of Local Firemen’s Relief Fund Trustees from each fire department.  (Attachment 2)

 

Samantha Ficzko, Planner, presented proposed text amendments to the Harnett County Zoning Ordinance.   Applicant: Harnett County Planning Department, Article IV General Provisions, Article VI Zoning Districts and Regulations and Article XVI Definitions.  Planning Staff received a request by the Board of Commissioners to review regulations for the location of manufactured homes in the RA-30 Zoning District.  In addition, there have also been several inquiries made into current buffering standards and outdoor display and storage area requirements.  Proposed updates include amendments to address three areas of concern, as well as those changes found necessary by staff.  The Planning Board reviewed the proposed amendments October 5, 2009 and unanimously recommended approval of both applications.
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  There being no comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.

Commissioner Andrews moved to table the proposed text amendments until the November 2, 2009 Board meetings.

Samantha Fizcko, Planner, presented a proposed text amendments to the Harnett County Zoning  Ordinance.  Applicant: Michael Bassett, Parrish Signs & Service, Inc., Article IX Sign Requirements, Section 3.0 Illumination.  This proposed amendment would allow for LED signage for all business.  Requirements incude a minimum and maximum size and only allowed for one color.  The Planning Board reviewed the proposed amendments October 5, 2009 and unanimously recommended approval of both applications.
Chairman McNeill called to order a public hearing on the matter and opened the meeting for comments from the public.  Mr. Michael Bassett, Parrish Signs & Services, Inc. spoke.

There being no further comments, Chairman McNeill closed the public hearing.
Commissioner Burgin moved to adopt the proposed text amendment as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner House and passed unanimously.  (Attachment 3)
Commissioner Burgin moved to bring the motion to freeze hiring and reinstatement dental insurance and 401K contributions for county employees off of the table for discussion.  Mr. Snow said a motion could remain tabled for 100 days.  Commissioner House seconded the motion which failed 3 to 2.
Jennifer Slusser, Staff Attorney, presented a resolution declaring the intent of the County of Harnett to be designated as a recovery zone for the purposes of issuing recovery zone bonds.  
Mrs. Slusser noted that passing this resolution would not commit the County in any way yet is the first step of many in this process.
Commissioner Andrews moved to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Hill, the foregoing resolution “Resolution if the County of Harnett, North Carolina  Declaring the Intent of the County of Harnett, North Carolina To Designate the County of Harnett County, North Carolina as a Recovery Zone for the Purposes of Issuing Recovery Zone Bonds”.   The motion passes unanimously.  (Attachment 4)
Mr. Wilder updated the commissioners on bids received for the renovation to the old law enforcement center.  Mr. Wilder reported the county was in negotiations with the lowest bidder given they had come in over budget and this would be brought back before the board soon.  
Mr. Steve Ward, Deputy Director of Public Utilities, submitted a resolution authorizing the finance application to the Local Government Commission for approval of the district’s proposed extension of a bond order and to submit such application to the Local Government Commission.  
The Board reconvened as the South Central and Water District Board.  Commissioner Andrews moved to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Hill, the foregoing resolution “Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Harnett, North Carolina, Sitting as the Governing Body of the South Central Water and Sewer District of Harnett County, Authorizing the Finance Officer of the County to Prepare on Behalf of the District an Application to the Local Government Commission for Approval of the District’s Proposed Extension of a Bond Order and to Submit Such Application to the Local Government Commission.  (Attachment 5)
The Board reconvened as the Harnett County Board of Commissioners.
Mr. Sauer presented the Animal Control and Planning & Central Permitting Monthly Activity Reports.  He reminded the Board of Commissioners of their upcoming Special Joint Session with the Board of Education on Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  
 

Commissioner House asked counsel about the status of the agreement with Campbell University regarding the convocation center which is being worked on by the staff attorney.  
Commissioner Andrews moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Vice chairman Hill and the meeting ended at 8:17 pm.  
________________________________

____________________________________

Timothy B. McNeill, Chairman


Margaret Regina Daniel, Acting Clerk
