HARNETT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Minutes of Regular Meeting

November 2, 2009
The Harnett County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Monday, November 2, 2009, in the Commissioners Meeting Room, County Administrative Building, 102 East Front Street, Lillington, North Carolina.

Members present:
Timothy B. McNeill, Chairman




Beatrice B. Hill, Vice-Chairman




Dan B. Andrews, Commissioner




Gary House, Commissioner




Jim Burgin, Commissioner

Staff present:

Scott Sauer, County Manager




Wm. A. (Tony) Wilder, Assistant County Manager




Dwight W. Snow, County Attorney




Sylvia Blinson, Finance Officer




Gina Daniel, Acting Clerk

 

Chairman McNeill called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  

Vice Chairman Hill led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.

 

Chairman McNeill called for additions and deletions to the published agenda.  Commissioner Andrews moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

 

Upon motion by Commissioner House and seconded by Vice Chairman Hill, the Board unanimously approved the following items on the consent agenda:

1. Budget amendments

118 Health Department

Code
110-7501-441.35-18
Special Projects


   500 increase



110-0000-353.75-01
Donations



   500 increase

114 Clerk of Court Department
Code
110-4402-410.43-15
Maintenance & Repair – Building
1,200 increase



110-0000-336.22-00
Court Facilities Fees


1,200 increase

2.  Tax refunds and releases (Attachment 1)
3. Resolution to add Knottingham Court to the state system (Attachment 2)
4. Mr. Tony Wilder, Tax Administrator, recommended not refunding the interest recently paid by Mr.  Anthony William Cardell on his tax bill as requested by Mr. Cardell.  The interest can not be refunded due to North Carolina General Statutes and setting precedence.
Informal comments were given by Mr. Walter Johnson of 935 Loop Road in Bunn Level regarding concerns about a shooting range near his home.  Mr. Dave Rogers of Johnson Road, Coats, asked again about setting a per diem for county commissioners.  He asked that the commissioners look at overspending; he asked about the sewer hook-up for the new Boone Trial School and spoke of excitement about the upcoming Harnett County Agricultural Fair.
Commissioner House verified that the travel policy recently adopted by the Board of Commissioners also included a per diem for county commissioners.
 

Chairman McNeill recognized Gary Pope, Emergency Services Director, who recently received the Colonel Phillip Nichols Waters Award.  This award is presented to the NC Division of Emergency Management employee who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in assisting Local Emergency Management Coordinator with programs, incidents and information.  This person has demonstrated their willingness to not only assist local programs, but also is committed to the excellence of those programs.  Mr. Pope said he has the greatest staff in the country.  He said we are a forward thinking county and thanked the commissioners; county manager and fellow department heads for their support.   
Mrs. Natalie Edwards, Education Coordinator with Betsy Regional Hospital, presented “2-1-1, Get Connected – Get Answers” Access to Health and Human Services.  2-1-1 is an easy-to-remember and universally recognizable telephone number that makes a critical connection between individuals and families in need and the community-based organizations and government agencies that can best help address those needs.  2-1-1 is a 24/7 nonprofit community services information and referral line, the community connection for those who want to give help and for those who need help.  
Samantha Ficzko, Planner, presented proposed text amendments to the Harnett County Zoning Ordinance.  Applicant: Harnett County Planning Department, Article VI Zoning Districts and Regulations, Article XVI Definitions.  
Planning Staff received a request by the Board of Commissioners to review regulations for the location of manufactured homes in the RA-30 Zoning District.  In addition, there have also been several updates to the Use Table and definitions, as well as those changes found necessary by staff.  The Planning Board reviewed the proposed amendments October 5, 2009 and unanimously recommended approval.

Ms. Ficzko had previously presented this information to the Board of Commissioners on October 19th when a public hearing was held.  The proposed amendments to the  regulations of manufactured homes, RA-30, will no longer require shingled roofs nor horizontal siding for single-wides as well as updating changes to the use table and definitions; lining up this ordinance with other ordinances.  On October 19, 2009 the Board voted to table this issue.
Commissioner Burgin moved to take this proposed text amendments off of the table.  Commissioner House seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  
Commissioner Burgin moved to approve the resolution amending the Harnett County Zoning Ordinance as presented.  Commissioner House seconded the motion which passed unanimously. (Attachment 3)
Mr. Sauer reminded the group about the upcoming Veteran’s Day program on November 11, 2009.  He reported that Human Resources staff would be distributing the NACo prescription cards soon.  Mr. Sauer also reported that there is a new issue of Images of Harnett County available which includes a rendering of the new hospital.  Mr. Sauer noted that the Fair Committee has been working hard and the kick-off and opening ceremony is scheduled for November 3, 2009 at 6:00 pm.
Commissioner Burgin stated that he was against hiring a facilitator for $1000 to sit in on the County Manager’s 6 month review.  Neither Commissioners Burgin nor House were polled regarding the use of a facilitator.  Commissioner Burgin questioned Attorney Snow if it was within the Chairman’s abilities to make such a decision without consensus of the Board which Chairman McNeill said he had.  Chairman McNeill said he believes a facilitator is necessary given the dynamics of the board.  Commissioner Burgin said if there was a need for a facilitator he believes the County could have gotten someone to do it at no cost or much less.  Chairman McNeill said the facilitator was with the Institute of Government and fully understood how Board of Commissioners operates.  
Commissioner Andrews moved to approve spending $1000 for a facilitator for the County Manager’s 6 month review.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion which passed 3 to 2.
Vice Chairman Hill moved to go in to close session for the following purpose:  To discuss certain personnel matters.  This motion is made pursuant to N.C. General Statute Section 143-318.11(a) (6).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Andrews and passed 3 to 2.
Chairman McNeill called for new business.  Commissioner Burgin requested staff to provide commissioners with an overtime report as well as looking at county owned vehicles being driven home by employees not on call.  Commissioner Burgin also asked staff to arrange for joints meetings with commissioners from surrounding counties.  Commissioner Burgin shared his concern regarding the need for a confidentiality statement and conflicts of interest guidelines for the commissioners.  The North Carolina Association of County Commissioners is currently working on new ethics guideline and should have this available by the end of January 2010.
Commissioner Burgin moved to bring the previous motion off of the table to implement a hiring freeze while reinstating dental benefits for county employees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner House and failed 3 to 2.
Commissioner Burgin asked Commissioner Andrews if he was acting as a commissioner or citizen when he addressed the group on October 19, 2009 regarding potential slanderous comments toward his sister and himself.  Commissioner Andrews told Commissioner Burgin to draw his own conclusion.  Commissioner Burgin asked the Board to decide Commissioner Andrew’s intent and said he feels this issue should be dealt with.  Commissioner Burgin said he felt Commissioner Andrews either needed to substantiate his claims of slander or apologize. 
Commissioner Andrews moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vice Chairman Hill seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.
________________________________

____________________________________

Timothy B. McNeill, Chairman


Margaret Regina Daniel, Acting Clerk
Harnett County Board of Commissioners
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