INSTRUCTIONS FOR LEGAL NAME CHANGE

FOR AN ADULT
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

These sample forms have been assembled for your convenience in preparing your own name change.  This package is ONLY designed to cover a simple, uncontested name change.  If you have questions about whether this package is suitable for your situation, YOU SHOULD CONTACT AN ATTORNEY.  Our employees are PROHIBITED BY LAW from advising you regarding your legal situation or whether this package is appropriate for your situation.  

THESE FORMS MUST BE EITHER TYPED OR NEATLY PRINTED IN BLACK INK

1. The NOTICE must be posted on the courthouse bulletin board (located in the hallway outside the Clerk’s office) for at least ten (10) calendar days.  If the 10th day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, you must allow the NOTICE to remain posted until 5:00 p.m. the following business day.  Before posting this NOTICE, you must have it date stamped by the clerk’s office.
2. You will need to obtain two sets of fingerprint cards for Criminal Record Checks.  These can be obtained from the Harnett Co. Sheriff’s Department for a fee of $15.

3. Obtain a Federal Criminal Record check; see attachments or visit http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/background-checks
4. Obtain a NC Criminal History Record, see attachments or visit http://www.ncdoj.gov/getdoc/97522fed-73d5-4549-9f2c-d804e90bc57a/Right-to-Review_-packet.aspx 
5. Complete Affidavit relating to residency, tax/child support obligations and sex offender status.
6. Obtain 2 (two) Affidavits of Character from persons unrelated to you who are over 18 years of age and are residents of Harnett County.  These Affidavits must be signed in front of a Notary Public or they will not be accepted for filing.  

7. After your Record checks have been received and your NOTICE has been posted for at least ten (10) calendar days, you may proceed with filing your Application for Name change.   You will need to bring the following information:

APPLICATION FOR ADULT NAME CHANGE

AFFIDAVITS OF CHARACTER (2 FROM HARNETT COUNTY RESIDENTS)

CERTIFIED RESULTS OF FEDERAL CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK

CERTIFIED RESULTS OF NC STATE CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK 

AFFIDAVIT of:  Residency, Child Support/Tax Obligation and Sex Offender Registry
CERTIFIED COPY OF BIRTH CERTIFICATE with no pending amendments 
VALID PICTURE IDENTIFICATION 

Fees include $120 filing fee and $3 for each certified copy needed. If you need to expedite the return of a new Birth Certificate, you should contact NC Vital Records for information regarding fees.
If assistance in petitioning the court for a name change is necessary, you are ENCOURAGED to contact an attorney.  
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

         IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

                                                                                            SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF HARNETT



     Before the Clerk of Superior Court

IN RE:  CHANGE OF NAME



)











)

FROM:
___________________________________
)




(Your current name)

)

       NOTICE







)








)

TO:
___________________________________
)




(The name you want)

)

___________________________________, residing at _______________________________________, 


(Your current name)




(Your current physical address)

North Carolina, hereby gives notice of his/her intention to file in the Office of the Clerk of Superior Court of _________________ County, North Carolina, ten (10) days after the date of this notice, a Petition that the Court issue 

an Order changing his/her name from 









to








(Your current name)
_______________________________________________.



(The name you want)
This the __________ day of __________________, 20______.









________________________________









Petitioner









________________________________









Address:












________________________________









________________________________








STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

             IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

                                                                                            SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF HARNETT



     Before the Clerk of Superior Court

IN RE:  CHANGE OF NAME



)











)

FROM:
___________________________________
)
  APPLICATION FOR LEGAL NAME CHANGE




(Your current name)

)

             OF AN ADULT

TO:
___________________________________
)




(The name you want)

)

NOW COMES ____________________________, a resident of Harnett County, North Carolina, and respectfully petitions the Court for an Order to be issued changing his/her name and, to that end, does hereby state and show unto the Court:

1. That Petitioner’s name as shown on his/her birth certificate is 





, who was born in the County of ___________________, State of 





, 
on the __________ day of _______________________, _____________;  that the full name of the mother as listed on the birth certificate is _______________________________, and that the full name of the father as listed on the birth certificate is _______________________________.  A valid certified copy of the birth certificate is attached as an exhibit and there are no pending amendments to said birth certificate.  

2. That Petitioner desires to adopt the name of 







.
3. That Petitioner desires to change his/her name for the following reason:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. That Petitioner’s name has never been changed pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §101.

5. That Petitioner has given ten (10) days notice of the filing of this Petition by posting on the courthouse bulletin board, in the County of Harnett, State of North Carolina, a notice of his/her intent to file this Petition.  

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner respectfully prays that the Court enter an Order changing the Petitioner’s name 
from 






 to 






.
I, ____________________________________, Petitioner, being first duly sworn, hereby state that I have read the foregoing Petition and that the facts set forth therein are true to my own knowledge and belief.

This the ___________ day of _________________________, _____________.


__________________________________

Petitioner’s Signature


__________________________________


__________________________________
Subscribed and sworn before me




Address
This the _____ day of _______________, ________                       __________________________________



    






Phone Number
Notary Public /Deputy/Assistant Clerk of Superior Court
My Commission Expires: _______________

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

         IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

                                                                                            SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF ________________


     Before the Clerk of Superior Court

IN RE:  CHANGE OF NAME



)










)

FROM:
___________________________________
)
    



(Your current name)

)
              AFFIDAVIT OF CHARACTER








)

TO:
___________________________________
)




(The name you want)

)

The undersigned, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I am a resident of HARNETT County, North Carolina, and over eighteen (18) years of age.

2. I am not related to the Petitioner either by blood or marriage.

3. I have known the Petitioner for ______________ years.  I personally know him/her to be a person of good character and know that he/she has a reputation as a person with good character and good standing in the community.  

This the __________ day of ___________________________, ____________.









_______________________________________









SIGNATURE









_______________________________________









(Affiant’s name)









_______________________________________









(Affiant’s address)









_______________________________________









(Affiant’s City, State, and Zip Code

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the _______ day of ___________________, ____________.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:  ________________.



(seal)


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

         IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

                                                                                            SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF ________________


     Before the Clerk of Superior Court

IN RE:  CHANGE OF NAME



)










)

FROM:
___________________________________
)
    



(Your current name)

)
              AFFIDAVIT OF CHARACTER








)

TO:
___________________________________
)




(The name you want)

)

The undersigned, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

4. I am a resident of HARNETT County, North Carolina, and over eighteen (18) years of age.

5. I am not related to the Petitioner either by blood or marriage.

6. I have known the Petitioner for ______________ years.  I personally know him/her to be a person of good character and know that he/she has a reputation as a person with good character and good standing in the community.  

This the __________ day of ___________________________, ____________.









_______________________________________









SIGNATURE









_______________________________________









(Affiant’s name)









_______________________________________









(Affiant’s address)









_______________________________________









(Affiant’s City, State, and Zip Code

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the _______ day of ___________________, ____________.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:  ________________.



(seal)


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

         IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

                                                                                            SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF ________________


     Before the Clerk of Superior Court

IN RE:  CHANGE OF NAME



)










)

FROM:
___________________________________
)
    



(Your current name)

)
        
      AFFIDAVIT 








)

TO:
___________________________________
)




(The name you want)

)

The undersigned, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

1 I am a resident of and currently domiciled in HARNETT County, North Carolina.

2 I currently  FORMCHECKBOX 
 do   FORMCHECKBOX 
 do not have outstanding tax obligations.

3 I currently  FORMCHECKBOX 
 do   FORMCHECKBOX 
 do not have outstanding child support obligations.
4 I currently  FORMCHECKBOX 
 am   FORMCHECKBOX 
 am not required to register as a sex offender.
This the __________ day of ___________________________, ____________.


__________________________________


Petitioner’s Signature


__________________________________


__________________________________










Address

_________________________________



    






Phone Number

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the _______ day of ___________________, ____________.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:  ________________.



(seal)
Rev: 09/16/11


