INSTRUCTIONS FOR LEGAL NAME CHANGE

FOR A MINOR CHILD
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

These sample forms have been assembled for your convenience in preparing your own legal name change.  This package is ONLY designed to cover a simple, uncontested name change.  If you have questions about whether this package is suitable for your situation, YOU SHOULD CONTACT AN ATTORNEY.  Our employees are PROHIBITED BY LAW from advising you regarding your legal situation or whether this package is appropriate for your situation.  

THESE FORMS MUST BE EITHER TYPED OR NEATLY PRINTED IN BLACK INK

To change the name of a child under 16 years of age, a minor child's parent(s) or legal guardian may file an application to change the minor's name; however, the name of a minor child may not be changed without the consent of both parents (if living). If you are unable to obtain the consent of an absent parent, you will need to consult competent legal counsel to help you with the name change. Neither the ten (10) day Notice posting nor Affidavits of character are required for name changes of a minor child.

You MUST submit a valid certified copy of your BIRTH CERTIFICATE with no pending amendments and also a valid PICTURE IDENTIFICATION for each parent for our records.  

Fees include $89 filing fee, $3 for each certified copy needed. If you need to expedite the return of a new Birth Certificate, there is an additional fee of $54 payable to NC Vital Records. 

If assistance in petitioning the court for a name change is necessary, you are ENCOURAGED to contact an attorney.  

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA


  
 IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

                                                                                                        SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF      HARNETT       

                              Before the Clerk of Superior Court

IN RE:  CHANGE OF NAME



)











)

FROM:
___________________________________
)
    PETITION FOR LEGAL NAME CHANGE



(Minor’s current name)


)

             OF A MINOR

TO:
___________________________________
)



(Name Minor’s name should be changed to)
)

NOW COME the undersigned, ___________________________ and  ____________________________, and respectfully petition the Court for an Order to be issued changing the name of the above-named Minor and, to that end, do hereby state and show unto the Court:

1. That the Petitioner(s) are resident(s) of _________________ County, North Carolina;  and is/are the natural parents of ______________________________________, the above-named Minor.  Petitioner(s) reside at _______________________________________________, ___________, NC, ____________ and can be contacted at  (      )        -                .  

2. That the name of said Minor as shown on his/her birth certificate is __________________________________.

3. That the minor, __________________________________, was born on ______________________ in _______________ County, State of _________________________, and the name(s) of his/her parent(s) as shown on his/her birth certificate are:

FATHER:
___________________________________________

MOTHER:
___________________________________________

4.
A valid certified copy of the birth certificate is attached as an exhibit and there are no pending amendments to the minor’s birth certificate.  
5.
That the Petitioner(s) desire to change their child’s name for the following reason:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
That the name of the above-named Minor has not previously been changed by law.  

7.
That _____________________________ is/is not (cross out one) a Minor under 16 years of age and is/is not (cross out one) therefore required to provide proof of good character as provided by N.C. Gen. Stat. §101-4.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner(s) respectfully pray the Court enter an Order changing the name of from _______________________________________ to ______________________________________________.

I/we, __________________ and _____________________, Petitioner(s), being first duly sworn, hereby state that I have read the foregoing Petition and that the facts set forth therein are true to my own knowledge and belief.

This the ___________ day of _________________________, _____________.







_____________________________________

Subscribed and sworn before me this 

Mother’s Signature


the _____ day of _______________, ________






 








_____________________________________

______________________________________

Father’s Signature

Notary Public

My Commission Expires: _________________

