NOTICE TO OFFICIALS
MEMORANDUM

TO:
 Ministers, Magistrates, Persons with authority to perform marriages and Witness

FROM:   Kimberly S. Hargrove, Register of Deeds

RE:
 Compliance with G.S. 51-16, after issuance of marriage licenses

The Register of Deeds is responsible for issuing licenses for all marriages to be performed within the State of North Carolina and for keeping the appropriate records.  Our office is requesting your assistance by supporting us in checking the following items listed below in order to meet requirements of G.S. 51-16, after the issuance of marriage licenses:

(A) A marriage license may be used in any county located in North Carolina, but must be return to the county that issued the license. (Failure to do so subjects the person performing the ceremony to a forfeiture of $200.00 to anyone who sues for the same.)
(B) Valid for sixty days.  (The marriage ceremony must be performed within that period).
(C) The Minister, Magistrate or persons celebrating the marriage is required within 10 days to fill out and sign both copies of the certificate of marriage and return to:
Harnett County Register of Deeds

305 W. Cornelius Harnett Blvd., Suite 200
Lillington, NC  27546

(D) The officiant and witnesses section should be typed if possible or printed legible (See example below of proper procedures for filling out licenses)
(E) Use black ink only for all signatures and printed information

(F) Do not use carbon paper for copies

Thank you for your assistance and if you need additional information, please feel free to call us 
(910) 893-7542.

EXAMPLE:
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21a.
Month, Day, Year marriage was performed

21b.
City, Town or Township and County (You must put the County in which the ceremony was performed).

21c.
Signature of Officiant that performed the ceremony

21d.
Type or legible print title of Officiant

21e.
Type or legible print name of Officiant
21f.
Address of Officiant performing ceremony

22a.
Signature of 1st witness

22b.
Type or legible print name of 1st witness

22c.
Address of 1st witness

23a.
Signature of 2nd witness

23b.
Type or legible print name of 2nd witness

23c.
Address of 2nd
witness

NOTICE:

The above information has to be completely filled out by the officiant performing the ceremony if not the officiant will have to return to the Register of Deeds office to complete licenses.

