THE LILLINGTON FAMILY of North Carolina was founded by Maj. Alexander Lillington. The traditional account is that he came from Barbados, where after serving in the English army under Marlboro he was made Governor of the Island. 


The oldest public record in the State of North Carolina is the commission issued December 3, 1669, to Alexander Lillington and four others to hold the precinct courts of Berkely Precinct, now Perquimans County. The two provinces of North and South Carolina were not formally divided for some years, but a governor was appointed for the Southern Province and a deputy governor for the Northern. In 1693 Alexander Lillington was appointed titular deputy governor and virtual governor of North Carolina. He married Sarah Adams, of Massachusetts, and left one son and four daughters, John, Sarah, Elizabeth, Ann and Mary. From these daughters many of the oldest and most honorable families of the state are descended. The son John married Sarah Porter, and they were the parents of John Alexander, who afterward dropped the name John, and he was the Gen. Alexander Lillington of the Revolution. 

Gen. Alexander Lillington at the beginning of the war for independence lived at Lillington Hall, a large estate in New Hanover County, owned by him. He immediately joined the Patriots and helped to organize a company of troops known as Minute Men of Wilmington and New Bern, of which Colonel Caswell and himself were made colonels. Their command, which has been joined by a large number of volunteers, fought the battle of Moore's Creek in February 27, 1776. It was the first victory gamed by the Patriots in North Carolina, and was important in its results, preventing a reunion of the Scotch Tories under Gen. Donald Macdonald (the husband of the famous Flora Macdonald) with Sir Henry Clinton, who had just arrived at the Cape Fear River. Had they succeeded in joining their forces the whole country would have been at their mercy. General Macdonald was taken prisoner with a large number of others, and a quantity of arms and ammunition, with horses and wagons, and fifteen thousand pounds sterling were also secured. Further reference to this battle is unnecessary since the account will be found in all the standard histories of North Carolina. Colonel Lillington soon afterward received his commission as general and served through the war. A monument has been erected to the memory of General Lillington on the battlefield. His son John served with him during the entire war and was commissioned colonel. General Lillington was wealthy and contributed largely to the cause of independence. He and his son wore on their hats silver crescents on which were inscribed "Liberty or Death." Most unfortunately these with his commission as general were sent for exhibition to the Philadelphia Centennial and were never returned. 


General Lillington had two sons and two daughters, John, George, Mary and Sarah. The male lineage is carried through his son George, who was the father of John Alexander Lillington. John Alexander Lillington married Mary Hill, and had two sons, John Alexander and George, and four daughters. 


This John A. Lillington, third, great-grandson of General Lillington, married Betty Williams, of the Williams family elsewhere noted. Their sons were Nicholas Williams and Alexander and of their several daughters Margaret married E. T. Clark. The three Clark children, all living, are Alexander Lillington Clark, David .MacKinzie Clark, and Mary Williams, now Mrs. Felix Graves of Mebane, North Carolina. David MacKinzie Clark is mentioned briefly in this publication. 
