JOHN C. ADAMS. Among the men whose activities in various lines of endeavor have placed them in positions of prominence in their community few have had more useful lives than John C. Adams, whose interests and associations are particularly identified with the interesting community of Linden in Cumberland County. He has lived there all his life, has been a successful planter, is a merchant, and while he shares the family characteristic of rather avoiding participation in public life he has effectively upheld and loyally supported every movement and interest that involves the true and essential welfare of the community and its institutions. 


Mr. .Adams was born at Linden in Cumberland County in 1866, a son of William Gaston and Sebra Ann (Parker) Adams. His grandfather was of English ancestry and an old time citizen of Johnston County, North Carolina, living near Four Oaks, where William Gaston Adams was born. The latter when a young married man came to what is now Linden in Cumberland County, establishing a home there some years before the war. He was employed as an overseer on the plantation of John Smith and later had a plantation of his own on Lower Little River, less than a mile from the present Town of Linden. It was on that plantation that John C. Adams was born. The latter's father made a creditable record as a soldier in the Confederacy, serving throughout the war. He and his wife were founders of the Methodist Church of their community and secured for its first pastor Rev. Mr. Avent from Chatham County. They remained loyal and devoted members of the congregation the rest of their days. 


One of their sons is Rev. G. T. Adams, presiding elder of the Elizabeth City District of the North Carolina Conference, and one of the best known and most popular ministers of the Methodist Church in North Carolina. Another son, Mr. B. B. Adams, is a wealthy merchant at Four Oaks, the old home of the Adams family in Johnston County. This branch of the Adams family shows throughout the history of the various generations the sturdiness of a most vigorous and wholesome race of people. Among the dominant characteristics have been a quiet, unostentatious manner of living, with almost an aversion for politics or public life, but exhibition of valuable qualities in the building up of homes, in the pursuit of business and in usefulness to their respective communities. 


The town now known as Linden was formerly known as Little River .Academy, the community getting its name from the famous old school that for many years was one of the most successful educational institutions of the state. Many young men who have since made their mark in the world attained their early instruction in Little River Academy. John C. Adams as a boy was a student there, and owed some of his most effective training to Prof. Jesse McLean. .After his education he himself taught school for a time, but his main occupation since young manhood has been farming. His home plantation is one of the largest and most profitable in this section of the state. It is characterized by the richness of the soil and productivity that have made the plantations on the Lower Little River famous for over a century. In 1890 Mr. Adams also engaged in the mercantile business at Linden, and carries a large stock of general merchandise and has made the business count as one of the most effective business services in that county. 

Mr. .Adams' home at Linden is a costly, beautiful and commodious modern residence, one of the finest country homes in that part of the state. He and his family are active members of the Methodist Church. Mrs. Adams before her marriage was Miss Rowena Darden, of Sampson County. They are the parents of nine children: D. Ernest; Lillian Bradshaw, wife of Mr. E. J. Macon; Cora, Mabel, Pearl, Rowena, Charles W., John C., Jr., and Josephine. 
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