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Clifton Roosevelt Ammons

July 10, 1807 -April 17, 1988

Clifton R. Ammons served Harnett County as Agricultural Extension Chairman from 1936 to 1970. 

In this 34-year-old period, farming was far and away the major economic undertaking in this county. These years were also marked by drastic changes in Agriculture in this area. Harnett County was once a large cotton-producing county, but due to damage inflicted by the boll weevil, farmers switched to the growing of tobacco. With favorable soils and alert farmers, Harnett County became one of the top flue-cured tobacco growing counties in the entire nation. The impact of World War II,  with labor shortages and scarcities of gasoline and farm equipment, prompted many changes in the life of farmers. There was more emphasis on production of food crops, more advocacy of diversified farming and a sharp increase in livestock production. 

Ammons was in the fore front of the Extension Service to seek to have farm families adjust to these changes and challenges. 
Ammons was born July 10, 1907, the son of J. H. Ammons and Mary Eleanor Stone Ammons of the Long Branch Community in Robeson County. His maternal grandfather Stone had had wide agricultural holdings, operated a cotton gin and owned and operated a large country store. Ammons, familiar with farm life, graduated from Orrum High School and entered N. C. State University, graduating in 1928 with a degree in Vocational Agriculture. 
He taught Vocational Agriculture for four years at Elizabethtown High School in Bladen County, held a similar position in Vass-Lakeview High School in Moore County for one year, and then was employed as Agriculture teacher at Norlina High in Warren County. He came to Harnett County in 1936 as Assistant Agent to Joe Anthony, who shortly accepted a new post as Agricultural Extension Chairman in Wilson County. Ammons was promoted to County Extension Chairman in Harnett. 

Many progressive movements for farm residents marked Ammon's tenure as Extension Chairman. He worked with county and state officials to obtain better roads for rural areas, stressing the economic importance of farm-to-market outlets for farmers. He helped set up bell pepper cannery in Dunn to afford a market for county-grown peppers. This cannery was operated for a number of years by the Cannon Company, headquartered in Bridgeville, Delaware, but later discontinued due to changes in the Cannon Corporate structure. 

Due to the agent's interest in improving marketing opportunities for farmers, he led in establishment of a feeder pig market in Dunn to afford a convenient selling point for swine growers. This operation was first operated as a co-op, but later was sold to the Lancaster Company of Rocky Mount. Ammons also set up a meat packing plant in Dunn which operated a number of years before it was sold to the Lundy Packing Company of Clinton. 

The agent, working with various business leaders, was successful in establishing a tobacco market in the county in Dunn, a market still a major auction market for the Eastern Belt. 

During the 1950's, Ammons worked closely with community development groups organized by the Extension Service to enrich various aspects of rural life. 

One of the Harnett groups in Buckhorn Township won county, state and southwide recognition. During this period he also gave strong support to the promotion of the Farm Bureau organization. 

For his outstanding service, Ammons received the Distinguished Service Award from the National Association of County Agricultural Agents in 1951. 

Ammons was married to the former Mamie Riggan of Halifax County in 1928. They were the parents of two children, Cliff, Jr. who retired last July as a biochemist for the Veterans Administration in Miami, Florida, and Mary LeGrande Ammons, who is married to Don Holloway of Raleigh, North Carolina. She is employed as a media specialist for the N. C. Department of Public Instruction.
 Mr. Ammons died April 17, 1988, and is buried in Harnett Memorial Park, Lillington, North Carolina. 
Data was submitted by Mamie Ammons, and James Goff, current Extension Chairman. 
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