DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY AMBASSADOR EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

A. C. Barefoot, Sr.

December 11, 1900 -August 13, 1965

Aldos Cortez Barefoot was born December 11,1900 in Sampson County, North Carolina, a few miles east of Dunn, North Carolina. 

He moved to Angier, North Carolina, in 1923 to work with Mr Willie Morgan who was in the sawmill business. Before coming to Angier he had previously married a school teacher, Kathleen Benson, who had taught at several places in Johnston County. Miss Benson was from Unicoi, Tennessee, a small town in the north east section of the state near Johnson City. Unicoi, the town, is located in the extreme north end of Unicoi County. Beside the local schools to further her education, she attended a school in Asheville, North Carolina and commuted on "tweetsie", operated by the Clinchfield Railroad that made connections with the Southern Railroad at Marion, North Carolina for Asheville. 

In Angier his two children were born: a son A. C. , Jr. and a daughter, called Barry. To provide adequate food for his family, he soon realized growing a garden and owning a cow were two very necessary essentials for good living. Forthwith Mr. Barefoot began raising cows, a venture that ultimately led to the development of Hillcrest Dairy~ In the 1940's h& purchased the sawmill from Mr. Morgan aBd moved to the same farm on which the dairy was located, one mile west of Angier. 

As business progressed, Mr. and Mrs. Barefoot became equally involved in church and community activities. He served several terms as a deacon ef Angier Baptist Church, and also on the loc~l school board. Later, when he was elected to the Harnett County Board of Education, he acted as Chairman of the Board. Another elected position was the Harnett County Board of Commissioners (in early 19.50's). 
In his later years he became an independent Insurance Agent for C & D Insurance Company, and also helped to provide income tax service for area residents. 

His son, A. C. Jr., because of his "exposure" to sawmilling business in his youth, developed an interest in the natural growth of wood, its protection, its usage other than for building purposes, that led to his teaching position and research programs at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, where he is presently living. He is now Professor Emeritus of the Department of Multi-Displinary Studies in the College of Forest Resources. 

The daughter, born Kathleen Barry Benson Barefoot, is married to Kenneth Doyle, Sr. They live on the same family farm in Angier that her father owned. Barry, as she is known, graduated from Meredith College in 19.51. She and Mr. Doyle have three sons and one daughter. Kenneth Jr., the oldest, is currently the tennis coach at Campbell University, Buies Creek, North Carolina. David Doyle, second son, living in North Wilksboro, North Carolina, is associated with Abitibi,a pulp and paper company, in the same town, in a management position. John Doyle, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, the youngest son, is located with a soccer sales business. Their youngest, the daughter, Kathy Doyle Garnier, who with her husband, Andrew B. Garnier, live on Windemere Drive near Angier. 

Mr, Garnier is an engineer with Raychem Corporation of Fuquay- Varina, North Carolina. Kenneth and David are married and John is single at the time of this writing. 

Mr. Barefoot, Sr., in his short life span of nearly 65 years, contributed much: his time, his money, his efforts in promoting education, economic development and cultural enrichment for his town and for his county. 

He died August 1.3, 1965 and was buried in Mont Lawn Cemetery, Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Submitted by I Avis Hall, Member 

Ambassador Extension Homemakers Club 

Sources of Information other than what Ambassador Club provided. Personal interview with Mrs_. Kenneth Doyle, Sr. by Evelyn Byrd, (March, 1992) for further family information. 

