DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE CREATIVE EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Mrs. Bertha (Bessie) Johnson Brown

August 15, 1891 -March 25, 1985

Mrs. "Bessie" Brown, whose name was one of four chosen by the Creative Extension Homemakers Club to be embroidered on the Harnett Historical Quilt, spent her entire life -93 busy and fruitful years -in Neill's Creek Township, a community which was greatly benefitted by her talents and generosity. 
She was born August 15, 1891, the daughter of Jacob Addison Johnson and Senie Jane Jernigan Johnson. At age 19, she was married to John Caulton Brown, always called "J. C.". Her husband, age 23 at the time of their marriage, was a son of George and Nannie Brown of the same area, both of whom were living: at the time. The marriage ceremony was performed by Magistrate John G. Johnson, of Black River Township. Witnesses listed on the marriage certificate were W. A. Johnson, Reid Matthews and Nannie Johnson, all of whom gave Cardenus as their address. 

The bridegroom, a young farmer, had built a new two-room house on his land, located just off highway 210, north of Lillington. The Brown farm adjoins the farm long owned by former U. S. Sen. Robert Morgan and his family. The couple's house, enlarged across the years to seven rooms, beautified and improved was to remain "Bessie's" home for the remainder of her long life. Bessie and her husband were the parents of six children. The first two were sons who died early, one of meningitis at age four, and another of pneumonia at age six. Their third child is, in 1992, the oldest of the living children. She is Molene Brown Rothermel of Rt. 1, Lillington, a retired women's apparel saleswoman. Other children, in order of birth, are: daughter Louise Brown Lancaster of Arbor Road, Fayetteville; son Tommy Brown of Lillington, Rt., 1; and daughter Mary Lillie Brown Tudor, owner and operator of an insurance agency in Angier, where she resides on Wilma Street. 
Blessed by good health and energy, Mrs. Brown was keenly interested in all that went on in the community, and usually an active participant. Once in her late 70's, her daughter Molene recalls that her mother said she never remembered being sick a day in her life. 

When her children were of school age, Mrs. Brown became a charter member of the Cape Fear Extension Homemakers Club, then popularly known as a "Horne Demonstration Club". Members recall .., her as a person who loved flowers and was an excellent seamstress, often making most of the clothes her three daughters wore. However, the reputation she valued most, was that of being "one of the best cooks in the community". It was a rare weekend at the Brown home when extra guests failed to join the family for mid-day Sunday dinner. Hospitable and sociable, visitors to her home were always urged to stay for a meal, or to share in a cake, pie or other dessert if they came by between meals. 

An active member of Pleasant Union Christian Church, Mrs. Brown often pointed with pride to the pin she received for 15 years perfect attendance at Sunday School, a tribute to both her faithfulness and good health. 

Acquaintances recall her as a woman slim and stylish in appearance who "took great pains with the arrangement of her hair, and was always neatly attired" commented one. Another added, "If you wanted someone to ride to Raleigh with you for an hour or two, you could drive by Bessie's and all she had to do was to change her shoes and her earrings and she was ready to go." Her daughter put it this way: "She was a person who firmly believed that good food, good company and kind words would go far to help ills of the body or heart." 

In the last 12 or 13 years of her life, she developed a heart complaint, but the family provided a fulltime caregiver so that she could remain in her home, and on the farm that she had actively managed many years. She died March 25, 1985, in a Dunn Hospital where she had been a patient for two weeks. She was buried in the Pleasant Union Christian Church Cemetery. 

She had outlived her husband of 31 years by 44 years. J.C. Brown had died of lukemia at Duke Hospital in Durham on August 21, 1941, exactly one month to a day, before the birth of his first grandchild, now Donna Faye Koch of Reading, Pa. She is the daughter of his daughter, Molene, his oldest living child. 

A look at the heritage of Bessie Brown shows why interest in the community came naturally. Her father, usually called "J. Add" Johnson by acquaintances and "Pa Add" by relatives, resided in the landmark house known as the Willie Johnson homeplace. He was a generous and prosperous farmer. He gave the land on which Pleasant Union Christian Church was built, contributed additional acerage for the church cemetery and donated land for a one-room schoolhouse that once stood nearby. 
Johnson was born July 15, 1853, at the same homeplace where he resided and died there July 21, 1940, one year before the death of Bessie's husband. His wife, the former Senie Jane Jernigan, 

was a native of Johnston County, born October 13, 1862, and died January 12, 1934, six years before his death. 

Bessie's childhood home, which stands directly behind Pleasant Union Church and dates back to 1850, has been beautifully restored by Jeff Stewart and his wife, Peggy Hockaday Stewart, Lillington, Rt. 1. Mrs. Stewart is a niece of Mrs. Brown, the only child of the late Berma Johnson Hockaday and Dayton Hockaday. 
Source of Information: 

Molene Brown Rothermel, Lillington, Rt. 1, and 

Peggy Hockaday Stewart, also of Lillington, Rt. 1 

Family papers, family Bible, Sketch prepared by Lois Byrd, Lillington, North Carolina 

FOOTNOTE: 

The Creative Extension Homemakers Club, which attracted its members from women, many who were newcomers to the Pleasant Union Church area, was of short duration. The club was active in 1989 when the Historical Quilt was started, but disbanded later because many younger members were employed out of the home. However, a member who was a native of the area, suggested the four able men and women the club sought to honor, all who had lived long before the Creative Club was formed but whose accomplishments continue to bless the community. 

