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James Ambrose Buchanan

March 6, 1877 -October 31, 1943
James Ambrose Buchanan was born in Upper Little River Township March 6, 1877, the son of J. B. and Sophie Thomas Buchanan. He spent his entire life in this community. 

He became interested in Holly Springs Baptist Church at an early age and was a faithful worker in the church all his life, serving as superintendent of Sunday School for thirty years. He was a Deacon and Sunday School teacher. 

The following article appeared in the Baptist Newspaper probably in the early twenties. There is no date on the sheet that was saved but it mentions Rev. Frank Hare as Pastor, who began his term in 1918. 

“Holly Springs Baptist Church in Harnett County was organized in 1875. with twelve members. This church has grown steadily in membership, having at present 159 members. 

At our recent Sunday School Convention the banner for best Sunday School reporting was awarded to this church. 

The present Superintendent, Bro. Jas. A. Buchanan has for seven years been the chosen leader and he is greatly loved ,by the people of his church and community. Bro. Buchanan is one of our Buies Creek boys and one who is reflecting honor upon the school, his church and community. His home folks, believe in him, love him, honor him, follow him and they are doing great things.” 

He taught school at this time and all we can find out is the place was somewhere around Buies Creek. 
At the time of his death on October 31, 1943, thirty-eight members of his Young Men's Sunday School class were serving in the service of their country. 

He was married to Beatrice McLean of Aberdeen, a teacher, and they had no children. 

He operated a full General Merchandise store that was known as Buchanan & Brothers, located at Ryes, North Carolina, and now called Thomas Farm Service. He and his brothers also had a blacksmith shop, sawmill, grist -mill and a cotton gin where they ginned and bought cotton. 

During the depression he credited farmers with fertilizer and groceries until the fall so they could make a crop. Most farmers had land but there was no demand for timber. During the winter months they hand hewed cross ties for railroads' and. cut cedar posts and hauled them by wagon to Ryes and Mr. Buchanan would pay them cash for some which gave them a little cash for other things. 

The Atlantic and Western (A. & W.) railroad ran between Lillington and Sanford so the bales of cotton, cross ties, posts, etc., were shipped to Sanford to be transferred to other places. 

The "Dinky" always made a stop at the store to see if anyone was waiting to go to Lillington or Sanford. 

With the mode of travel during the depression years and the earlier years it was a convenience to the people and being community minded he helped many families in the area. 
He was a Mason and a stockholder and director in the then "Bank of Broadway" one of the few that was not closed by the depression. 

He served as a County Commissioner from his township from 1925 through 1928, and as Chairman, in 1926, 1927, and 1928. 

He was buried in the Holly Springs Baptist Church Cemetery. 
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