DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY FRIENDLY EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Alexander Roman Burkot

December 21, 1909 -November 8, 1984

Alexander Roman Burkot was a scholar, teacher, administrator and one of God's Great Equippers. For fifty years at Campbell University and for four years prior to that time, he used his calling to perfect the Saints and Edify the Church of Christ. 

Graduated from high school at age 15, this brilliant student, son of immigrant Polish parents, came under the influence of a Christian teacher, Mrs. Nils Poff, wife of Reverend Mr. Poff who was at Dickinson College. It was Mrs. Poff who said, "You must go to college." Being bilingual and brilliant didn't give the family any money, so young Alex Burkot went to work in the coal mines to pay for his education. This had a profound influence on his life. It enabled him to study when he wasn't working and helped him to develop a fluency in languages that would eventually embrace French, German, Spanish, Czechoslovakian, Polish, English and Russian. 

A graduate of Dickinson, University of North Carolina, with graduate study in Berlin, and an honorary degree from Elon College. he could have easily utilized his talents at another location. He didn't. In fact, he thought it strange that he could be paid for something he would willingly have done for nothing. 

Strong. yet compassionate, Dr. Burkot loved and remembered his students, and they loved. and remembered him. Indeed. he had a deep appreciation and respect for all people in all walks of life, and they admired and respected him. 
Above all, Dr. Burkot loved Campbell University and Harnett County. During his nearly fifty years of service at Campbell, he worked closely with county officials in the promotion of better education and in all things that concerned the well-being of Harnett. 

Unless you observed Dr. Burkot's great sense of humor, you missed something special. His speech sparkled and his flashing wit made him equal to any occasion. 

Dr. Burkot died on Thursday, November 9, 1989, at age 74. He was buried in the Buies Creek Cemetery the following Sunday, November 12, 1989. His wife, the former Velma Susan Wood of Laurens, South Carolina died in 1980. 

He is survived by two children, Betty (Mrs. David Kranstuber) of Anaheim Hills, California; and Jerry, of Pollocksville, North Carolina, both of whom are Campbell Alumni; seven sisters, all living in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York states. 

He had 6 grandchildren; Barbara, Beth, Wendy, and Susan Burkot of Pollocksville and Suzanne and Sharon Craven of Anaheim Hills, California. 
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