REV. DR. CHARLES WESLEY BYRD, for thirty-five years an honored and distinguished member of the North Carolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, died suddenly at Asheville, where he was pastor of the Central Methodist Church, on January 3, 1918. 



He came of a prominent old family of Harnett County and was born in 1860 and reared at the old Byrd homestead near Buie's Creek. He was a son of A. J. and Caroline (Shaw) Byrd. He was survived by four brothers, J. L. Byrd, of Georgia, W. P. Byrd, elsewhere mentioned in this publication, Frank and Urquhart Byrd, of Harnett County, and Mrs. Florence Shaw. 



The late Doctor Byrd was prepared for college at Lillington by Rev. William Brunt, an educated Baptist minister and teacher. Later he was a student under Rev. J. D. Arnold, a Methodist minister and teacher at Jonesboro. For two years he was assistant teacher in Mr. Arnold's school. From there he entered Vanderbilt University at Nashville, Tennessee, where he put in a full year at hard work as a student. On returning to North Carolina he taught school at Tarboro. There among other pupils he had the now famous Claude Kitchin, the democratic leader in Congress and in many ways next to President Wilson, the most powerful man in the United States.  Doctor Byrd entered the active ministry of the gospel in 1882 as a member of the North Carolina Conference, and enjoyed every honor his denomination could give him excepting that of bishop. He held pastorates in the largest and most influential churches in the four states of North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky and Georgia, was pastor at Greensboro and Asheville two different times, Owensboro, Kentucky; Atlanta, Georgia; Augusta, Georgia; and Nashville, Tennessee. He was presiding elder of the Asheville and Shelby districts. A short time before his death he was elected a delegate to the General Conference, He was a member of the board of trustees of Vanderbilt University. 



Doctor Byrd for all his services, which made him so widely known and honored, is recalled by many of his intimates for his striking attainments as a scholar. He was a man of the broadest culture and intellectual attainments. There is seldom met outside the profession of teaching so thorough and perfect a classical scholar as was Doctor Byrd. He was deeply grounded in Latin and Greek, was also well versed in French language and literature, and it is said that he could talk and make extemporaneous addresses in either of the ancient classical tongues. 



Doctor Byrd married Miss Hattie Bobbitt. Her father, Dr. W. H. Bobbitt, was a prominent Methodist clergyman and at one time presiding elder of the North Carolina Conference. Mrs. Byrd survives her honored husband. They had one son, W. B. Byrd, who was well educated and was making a name for himself as an attorney at Greensboro until he volunteered his services in the Aviation Corps of the National Army. 



The many friends of Doctor Byrd will appreciate some of the things said of him in the editorial in the Greensboro News, one of the largest and must influential papers of North Carolina. This editorial is given herewith entire. 

"Many things might be said with entire truth of the high character, exemplary citizenship and zealous spirit of nearly every man in the clergy of the Methodist Church. A smaller number of those in the Western North Carolina Conference, but not an inconsiderable group, might each day be further described in much broader and more specific terms with reference to their eloquence, scholarship, deep thought and leadership. And in respect of many delightful qualities and certain fine talents Rev. Dr. Charles W. Byrd stood out conspicuously among these. Now that he has gone from us, men and women will but repeat the things they were accustomed to say of him while yet he lived. 



“Doctor Byrd possessed a surpassing native eloquence. He was a scholar of high attainments and constant industry. Mental activity was that form of activity in which he delighted. His mentality was overbalancing. Here was a rare combination of ordered, scholarly thought with the ability to express it with both exactness and force. But his was no mere coldly brilliant intellectuality. He was a man, a priest of both spiritual conviction and spiritual habit. Had he been a physician or a lawyer, business man, an actor or a scamp, any sort of villain, he would still have been popular, for he was endowed with the gift of magnetic personality and with the gift of humor, and was a delightful story teller. 



“He was a man of compassionate heart, but sentimentality was not allowed to overbalance sense. His benefactions were constant, and doubtless often to unworthy objects, but they were systematic and sensible. He was deeply and most intelligently interested in citizenship, in man as a political as well as a religious being; his admiration for justice and his resentment of brutality and wrong amounted to a passion; he esteemed wholly that which was constructive, positive, vigorous, direct, frank, in public and private business." 

