WALTER PIERCE BYRD has been a citizen of Harnett County since his birth, June 26, 1867, and there are numerous services by which his name has come to be esteemed and respected in that community. He has been a teacher, farmer, surveyor, well qualified lawyer and now clerk of the Superior Court, with home at Lillington. 



The Byrds are old timers of North Carolina. They are of English ancestry, first settled in Virginia and from there moved to Wake County, North Carolina. The grandfather of Walter P. Byrd was Jesse Byrd. The father, the late A. J. Byrd, who died in 1901, was born near Green Level in Wake. County, North Carolina, April 1, 1815. In 1853 he moved his family to Harnett County, having bought land at Buie's Creek. While there he cleared a farm out of the wilderness which then covered this section of the state. He was thus identified with the pioneer things of Harnett County, then a part of Cumberland County, and was a man of highly respected character and activities throughout his long life. He married Caroline Shaw, who died in 1910. She was a sister of the late Maj. B. F. Shaw, one of the old and prominent families of Harnett County. Further particular's regarding this branch of the Shaw family, which is of Scotch ancestry, will be found under the name Allen M. Shaw elsewhere in this publication. The Shaws were some of the original Scotch settlers in the Cape Fear District. 

       Walter Pierce Byrd was born at Buie's Creek in Harnett County, North Carolina. Altogether his early environment was best fitted to bring out and develop his latest talents and possibilities. He grew up neither in wealth nor extreme poverty and his parents were good and substantial people who believed and practiced the gospel of honest industry and instilled sound habits in their children. In the intervals of work with his hands Walter Pierce Byrd attended the old district school, but received his most important education in the Buie's Creek Academy under Prof. J. A. Campbell, its founder. He was a member of the first class of this now famous institution. He also spent a few months in the Davis Military Academy. Before taking up the law Mr. Byrd was a farmer, school teacher and surveyor and altogether devoted about ten years to work in the public and other schools of Harnett and adjoining counties. 

