Deceased Honoree chosen by the Summerville Extension Homemakers Club for the Harnett County Historical Quilt, 1989.
Zula Tomlinson Byrd, (Ms. W.P. Byrd)
Sept. 15, 1875-Oct. 12, 1964

Zula Tomlinson Byrd, professional artist and Lillington civic leader was a native of Johnston County. She moved to the Harnett County Seat immediately following her marriage Nov. 3, 1909 to Lillington Attorney Walter Pierce Byrd. 

Harnett County was not new to her. She had taught art and speech for nine years at Buies Creek Academy, 1898 to 1907, and also taught at a Raeford High School. 

Her parents were John Harris Tomlinson, a first lieutenant in the Confederate Army, and Susan Wall Tomlinson, a native of Wake Forest. She was born Sept. 15, 1875 at "Tanglewood", the Tomlinson homeplace where her father before her was born. The house was erected in 1835 by her grandfather Bernice Tomlinson for his bride Elizabeth Walton of Wake County. It is the third oldest house in Johnston County, located on the Cleveland Road, 8 miles 'vest of Smithfield. It is presently owned and occupied by a nephew, Charles Tomlinson and his wife, Alice. 

Zula was the sixth child in a family of seven. Her father died before she was six and her widowed mother continued to run the family farm. She attended High School in Franklinton 'where she resided with a relative and later entered Oxford Female Seminary in Oxford, N.C. There she studied art with Miss Ida Poteat, who was later ! to head the art department at Meredith College. Miss Poteat recommended the young Johnston County girl to the advanced class of William Merritt Chase in New York City. At that time Chase who operated the Chase School of Art was considered the foremost art teacher in America. Miss Tomlinson remained in New York nearly two years, 1896-1~9 studying daily with Chase and later returned twice to New York for short refresher courses with the same master teacher. The Chase School became the New York School of Fine and Applied Arts. 

Miss Tomlinson's first position on leaving New York was at the Buies Creek Academy where she found she enjoyed the teaching of art almost as much as painting. She also taught speech or "expression" courses in the academy where many of the student predominantly male were headed for careers in law or the ministry. 

In 1914 Mr. and Mrs. Byrd built their two-story home, which ,vas designed by Mrs. Byrd at 801 S. Third St. Mrs. Byrd, an excellent draftsman, drafted the plan and! personally supervised the construction with the aid of a master carpenter, two painters and extra crews of day laborers. The task required a year. Mrs. Byrd selected all the colors for the interior and personally stenciled a frieze on all walls of the first floor. 

For nearly a dozen years her family and home absorbed almost all of Mrs. Byrd's heart and energies. Mr. and }~s. Byrd became the parents of five children, losing two young daughters in infancy) Annie Ruth the oldest at 9 months, and Emma Poteat, 4th child at 17 months. but when their only son, Charles Walter) born Feb. 29, 1920, )! was of school age, Mrs. Byrd was in a group of women who organized a Woman's Club that soon federated with the N.C. Federation of Women's Clubs. She was elected President, served 17 years, was also President of the Ninth District of the N.C. Federation, and art chairman for the district. She saw the club's meeting place move from a small dwelling on the courthouse square to the Louis Burwell residence to the new community building with space for Juried Flower shows, holiday bazaars etc. She invited out- standing speakers in government, public health and the arts to address the club. The famed potters, ~1r. and Mrs. Jacque Busbees of Jugtown, once talked to the club. Mrs. Byrd also arranged for an exhibit of the Pfeiffer Collection of original paintings circulated by the N.C. Art Society of which she had long been a member. 

She was a charter member of the Tea and Topics Book Club, this year observing the 60th anniversary, was supportive of many school activities, and a devoted member of the Lillington Baptist Church. Her husband and children attended the Methodist Church. In the late 1920's she directed a number of amateur theatricals including Paul Green's play "Last of the Lowries" which starred the late Neil Atkins in the title role of Henry Berry Lowry. 

Outbreak of World War II, her husband's illness and her own failing health --' compelled Mrs. Byrd to curtail many activities but until the last week of her life she remained ever alert to every civic activity in Lillington. An amputation of one leg in March, 1957 confined her to a wheel chair for the latter years of her life but she participated regularly in meetings of her book club and church circle. Unlike many artists, she was highly practical, an excellent cook, seamstress and housekeeper, but it was her quiet manner and coolness in stress or grief, that endeared her to her nearby neighbors. 

As a realistic painter she was equally adept in watercolor, pastels, and oils but preferred oil. Many of her paintings are in her home, some are in other private houses in this and other states. She painted the large landscape that decorates the baptistery of the Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church, a memorial to D.B. Andrews from his wife and a large scenic oil painted for C. Walton Johnson of Asheville that was long hung in the lodge of Camp Sequoyah, a boys camp near Weaverville. Some paintings executed before and during her study in New York remain at "Tanglewood", but are owned by her children. She died Oct. 12, 1964 at Duke Hospital after suffering a cerebral hemorrhage. Mr. Byrd died March 22,1950. Both are buried in Harnett Memorial Park, Lillington. 

Her surviving children are: Only son Charles Walter Byrd of Charlotte, a re- tired heavy machinery salesman and daughters Lois Tomlinson Byrd, a journalist, and Evelyn Byrd, a medical Technologist, who reside in the Byrd home, and are retired. Walter, a Wake Forest graduate married Betty Black of Wake Forest, Lois is a graduate of University of N.C. at Chapel Hill, and Evelyn, a graduate of Meredith College. 

Betty and Walter have three children: a married daughter, Evelyn Jean Allison living in Charlotte, N.C.; an older son, Charles Thomas (Tom), married, living in Bakersfield, California; a younger son, Dr. Robert Andrew (Andy) PHD., married, living in Bethesda, Maryland. To date they have 5 granddaughters and one grandson, all great grand children of Mrs. Byrd. 
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