DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE NORRINGTON EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

William Murchison Campbell

William Murchison Campbell was born late in 1800 t S or early 1900's, in Harnett County in the Norrington A.M.E. Zion Church community. His interests, in his entire life, were many, but his first love was his church, Norrington A.M.E. Zion, where he was a trustee and superintendent of the Sunday School for sixty years. 

Talented with his hands, he made caskets for the area, designed decorative wood work in his woodshop, made chairs, and rebottomed worn ones. He was equally good in mechanics and taught his sons the trade. He was an excellent farmer, raised poultry for family use, and for sale. 

When not tilling the soil, he was a general storekeeper and kept the community well supplied with fresh fish, thereby earning the title: "The Fish Man". Somewhere along the way he learned to survey land, a much needed profession in his section. 

He was never too busy to think of advancing the cause of education and assisting in educational opportunities, such as securing daily rides for Norrington School graduates to the Shawtown High School, so the students would not have to spend nights with relatives or friends. This was before busing was available for blacks, in the 1960's. 

He married Decie McNeill, and to this union the following eight children were born: Theodore William Campbell, Perry E. Campbell, James Edward Campbell -deceased, Dora Lee Campbell Allen and Fannie Jane Campbell McLean, Evelyn Campbell Moore -deceased. Cleo Campbell, and Mautrice Campbell Smith. 
He is buried in the Norrington A.M.E. Zion Cemetery, on SR highway #1245, called "Old Hundred". 

Written by: Grace Moore Black, granddaughter of Anthony Walter Moore, and a member of Norrington Extension Homemakers Club. 

Source of information: Personal knowledge and family records 

