JOHN C. CLIFFORD. One of the leaders of the North Carolina bar and for many years an influential democratic leader, Hon. John C. Clifford, of Dunn, Harnett County, is a credit to his Irish ancestry and his American training and education. He was born in Davie County, North Carolina, on June 16 1867 to John Wells and Louisa (Wiseman) Clifford. 


The father, John W. Clifford, a teacher and farmer by profession, was a native of Davie County where he died in 1875. The great-grandfather came from his native Ireland about the time of the Revolutionary war and settled in Rowan now Davie, County, North Carolina. Mrs. John W. Clifford was the daughter of William Washington Wiseman, of Davidson County, that state who was serving in the Legislature at the time the old state house was burned and in his day was a prominent figure in the public affairs of North Carolina. 


John C. Clifford, the son of such worthy parents, graduated from Wake Forest College in the class of 1892. Dunn the four succeeding years he taught school at Warsaw, Wakefield and Dunn, coming to the city last named in 1895. After pursuing his professional studies at the law school of Wake Forest, he was licensed to practice in 1896, and opened an office at Dunn during the same year. In addition to the large general practice which he has established Mr. Clifford is counsel for the Atlantic Coast Line Railway and for a number of other important corporations. 


For man; years Mr. Clifford has been a leader in the political and public affairs of the state. As chairman of the County Democratic Executive committee in 1898 he conducted the campaign which defeated the populist-fusion administration. He was also chairman in 1900, the year that the suffrage amendment to the constitution was adopted. For several years he was campaign manager for Hon. H. L. Godwin, representative from the Sixth Congressional District. He served for two sessions in the Lower House of the Legislature, those of 1907 and 1908, and wielded a wide and strong influence. 


John C. Clifford married Miss Annie F. Pearsall, who comes of a distinguished family of the eastern section of Carolina. Born in Duplin County, she is a daughter of David Moulton Pearsall and granddaughter of Jerry Pearsall, the latter being representative of his county many years in the General Assembly, and being for a number of years master in equity of the county. Mrs. Clifford's maternal grandfather was Capt. James Middleton, one of the leading patriots of the American Revolution and was prominent in the subsequent history of the state. Mr. and Mrs. John C. Clifford have five children: Rachel Middleton, John C., Jr., David Pearsall, Louise Wiseman and William Henderson. The father is a member of the Baptist Church, while Mrs. Clifford is a Presbyterian. 

