ELDER JAMES T. COATS. One of the newest incorporated towns in the state, a flourishing center of business and home life in Harnett County, bears the name of the owner of the original farm land from which the village was carved, the pioneer citizen of the locality, and a character upon whom such an honor is most fitly bestowed. 


Not long ago a local historian told the story of the origin of this village in the following word: "Coats derives its name from the Coats family whose ancestral home is near the site of the present town and whose head is that fine Christian old gentleman, Elder J. T. Coats, a prominent leader of the Primitive Baptists of this section. If I remember correctly, Elder Coats conducted a store somewhere in the neighborhood several years after our old friend, the late lamented John Angier, decided to extend his line to Dunn, and the place was then known as Coats; though that the little settlement would eventually become one of Harnett's leading towns was never dreamed of at that time. After the railroad came the progressive people of the locality realized that here was an excellent site for a town whose possibilities for future growth were unlimited, being backed by a large territory whose agricultural possibilities were unsurpassed though very scantily developed. First came a few merchants. These prospered, built nice homes, pioneered the Coats boom and paved the way for the real estate auctioneer. Its location is ideal, its streets are broad and well kept, its homes pretty and comfortable, its business buildings large, its several manufacturing enterprises give employment to a large number of operatives, its public school facilities are ample, its churches embrace nearly every Protestant denomination and the people rank among the thriftiest, most industrious and intelligent of the state. 


James T. Coats was born in Grove Township of Johnston County, North Carolina, in 1847, a son of William Henry and Martha (Smith) Coats. His family is of English ancestry. It was founded in North Carolina from England about 115 years ago by Elder Coats great-grandfather, William Coats, who on coming to this state settled in Johnston County. Elder Coats' grandfather, William Coats, was born in that county. As a family they have always been planters and farmers. 


Elder Coats grew up on a farm and at the age of seventeen he and his twin brother, William Benjamin Coats, now deceased, went into the Confederate army, joining Company C, Second North Carolina Junior Reserves. They served about a year, until the end of the war. For a time they were in Virginia, but most of the time in Eastern North Carolina. 


It was in 1875 that James T. Coats moved to Grove Township of Harnett County and bought for farming purposes something over 700 acres, on which he has lived ever since. Part of this land was utilized for the establishment of the Village of Coats, and thus he has the distinction of being its first citizen. Coats is located on the Durham & Southern Railway. For several years after the town was started and after the railroad was built Mr. Coats conducted a general country store, and this enterprise indicated an eligible point of location for a new town. 


For forty years he has been one of the leaders in the Primitive Baptist Church, of which he became a member in 1876. He was ordained as elder in 1882, and has been a regular minister since that time. At Coats he built at his own expense and donated to the congregation the Primitive Baptist Church Building, known as Gift Church. Besides his work as elder in this church, he is also moderator of the Little River Primitive Baptist Association, which embraces twenty-one flourishing congregations. 


Elder Coats still owns a number of town lots and adjoining farming tracts, is a director of the Bank of Coats, and has given farms to each of his children. His life has exemplified so much sterling honor, integrity and personal lovableness that it is easy to account for the universal esteem in which he is held. 


Elder Coats married Miss Isabella Turlington, member of the old and prominent Turlington family of Harnett County, elsewhere referred to in this publication. Mr. and Mrs. Coats have six children: Robert Metzger, Andrew D., William Thomas, Carrie, Octavus and Ida. 

