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Algia E. Dockery

March 11, 1917 -April 6, 1976

Algia E. Dockery was born March 11, 1917 in Robbins, North Carolina to James Madison and Beatrice Brower. 

Her family moved to Spout Springs, North Carolina on a farm in Harnett County, when she was young. Algia was one of ten children. 

She attended the Harnett County Public Schools. Most of her life was spent in Harnett County, except a few years when she lived in Wilmington, North Carolina and Raleigh, North Carolina. 

As a young lady she became an active member in Spout Springs ) Presbyterian Church and willingly served wherever she was needed. 

In 1940, she was married to Thomas Dockery. They had four sons, James Thomas, Dewey, Delton and Alverone. It seemed caring for her family wasn't enough to fulfill her ambitions. After the death of her husband she continued to rear her children and kept working in the community, in churches and in the county. She was active with the Board of Education, the P. T. A. of Johnsonville School and the Spout Springs -Johnsonville Community Development Club. She worked with the Harnett County branch of the N.A.A.C.P., the United Order of Tents, Pride of Pineview #534. Algia was an Assistant Leader of the Juvenile Tent, Chalmers Jewels #793, and an Extension Homemaker. 

Involved with a variety of things and her family, she also found time to keep a diary. This poem was taken from her diary. 
Of The Tree's Boys and Me 

The trees that grace the corner of our yard. 
Have grown from saplings to steady pines. 
As God would have it be so too our boys 

Are steady men at last so strong and fine. 

The Tree's great limbs, a hungry ladder spread 
A place for little feet that had to climb 

While from my window I'd watch and pray 

0 God please hold those little boys of mine 
Fit me O God to play a mothers role. 

And how to fully trust in thee O God. 

The Last Writing Taken From Her Diary: 

"Your children are grown yet growing on" 

Somehow a still small voice said to me. 
The children are grown, yet growing on 

As if to say, if they, then so should we 

At last the very God of Life and growth I wed. 
At last my anxious heart leaps up and sings 

With all the Universe, thou art not dead! 
I pray for thy handy work in me 

For we, thy children will understand 

That thou alone, oh God, can make a man.” 

After returning home from attending church one night, she had a stroke and was rushed to UNC Memorial Hospital in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. She lived nearly two weeks. On the morning of April 6, 1976 she passed away. On April 10 f 1976 her final rites  were held at Johnsonville Elementary School Auditorium and she was laid to rest in McLean Cemetery in Overhills, North Carolina. The cemetery is located off highway #87 about 4.5 miles south of Spout Springs. 
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