Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Ambassador Extension Homemakers Club

for the Harnett County Historical Quilt, 1989 Franklin T. Dupree, Sr.

April 4, 1886 -November 15, 1968
Franklin T. Dupree, Sr. was born April 4, 1886 in Johnston County, N.C. to Benjamin F. and Telfia Love Dupree. He practiced law in the Angier area a total of fifty-two years. In the professional circles, and in the Angier Community he was a highly respected person. To the struggling little town he gave a great deal more than legal help, because he believed in the future of the town that sprung up despite the poverty results from the devastating War Between the states. Although Mr. Dupree has been deceased for twenty-six years, at time of this writing, the impact he made as a wise, highly educated, christian leader, is still being felt today. 

Mr. Dupree set up his law practice around 1916, seven years before Henry C. Strickland, Sr. joined him in practice in 1923. The partnership continued until Mr. Dupree's death. The firm of Dupree and strickland was one of the state's most noted legal firms, according to reports of the time. In 1934 they built a modern well equipped building on the corner of North Dunn and East Broad streets, a one story building, with a vault, and a boiler, that afforded heating facilities. 

The office was equipped with one of the most elaborate law libraries in the state, including complete sets of reports of the United States Supreme Court, Southeastern and American States, and the North Carolina Supreme Court. The library was also a repository for the Corpus Juris A. and E. Encyclopedia, and all statutory law back to 1834. 

Mr. Dupree served several terms as town mayor and a lengthy term on the local School board. From 1928-1930, he served as judge of Harnett County Recorder's Court, a court that existed then. He worked diligently to expand the town's economic base, by bringing new industries to town. He was a leader in obtaining Angier's first water and sewer systems. 

He was an excellent scholar of the Bible and taught a Sunday School class at Angier's Memorial Methodist Church for many years. He was a member of the North Carolina and American Bar Associations. 

Reading was his favorite past time, especially any material on Abraham Lincoln and the War Between the states. In his memory the Carl Sandburg Volumes about Lincoln were donated to the Angier Public Library. 

Mr. Dupree married Elizabeth Mason Wells, (b. Sept. 15, 1889- d. August 17, 1976). She had come to Angier from Virginia, and was known as "Miss Lizzie", his wife of many years. To this union the following children were born: Franklin T. Dupree, Jr. who followed in his father's footsteps as a lawyer, and is now a Federal judge living in Raleigh, N.C.; Herman Dupree (deceased), a regional u.S. Soil Conservationist, who lived in Billings, Montana; Harry C. Dupree of Angier (Spouse-Blanche Ogburn Dupree), and Jimmie Lee Dupree of Burlington, N.C. (Spouse -Betty Jean Smith Dupree). 

On November 15,1968, Mr. Franklin T. Dupree, Sr. died and was buried in Montlawn Cemetery, Raleigh, N.C., where later his wife, in August 1976, in same plot, was also buried. Their grandchildren are: Betsy D. DeMent, Nancy D. Miller, Don K. Dupree, Frank George Dupree, Janet D. White, Joan D. Blalock, Beverly D. Davis, Michele Dupree, and Paige D. Yeteboe. 
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