GEORGE D. ELLIOT. There are, doubtless, among the older residents of Harnett County those who remember well the magnificent estate, the home of the Elliots, long known as Ellerslie Plantation and can recall its former greatness and gracious hospitality. There many of the Elliots were born, including the present head of the family, George D. Elliot, an extensive and successful cotton planter near Linden, and the destruction of this fine property during the dire years of war is one of the unforgotten calamities of the time. The Elliot family has long been a foremost one in Harnett County and was founded here by George Elliot, the paternal grandfather of George D. Elliot. 

       George D. Elliot was born at Ellerslie, on the Little River, in the extreme southern part of Harnett County, North Carolina, in 1851. His parents were Col. Alexander and Jane (Evans) Elliot. His grandfather, George Elliot, was born in Scotland, in 1755, and came to the American colonies when a young man, before the Revolutionary war, and settled in Harnett County at the place that subsequently was known so long and well as Ellerslie Plantation. He was a son of Henry Elliot, of Peel, an estate in the shire of Dumfries. The Scotch Elliots trace their ancestry in direct line to an Elliot of Normandy, who was an officer of distinguished rank under William the Conqueror, who, because of an act of chivalry and devotion to William, on the occasion of that monarch's landing on English soil had added to his coat of arms "Fortiter et reste." Another member of this family was General Elliot, who was the defender of Gibraltar during the four years of siege, beginning in 1782, and for this feat of arms was created Lord Heatherfield. Military prowess marked the family in later years in America. Henry Elliot, the eldest son of George Elliot, mentioned above, served in the War of 1812, and his son, Alexander Elliot, held a com- mission in the Confederate Army during the war between the states and was mortally wounded while leading a charge in battle. 

       George Elliot, the grandfather of George D. Elliot, after settling at Ellerslie, engaged in the lumber business and later became a very extensive planter and large slave owner. His enterprise and activities yielded him fortune and, immersed as he was in large affairs, he ever demonstrated a broad, generous and liberal spirit. He spent large sums in educating his children. In 1790 he married Mary Turner and they had eight children, and four of his sons, including the late Col. Alexander Elliot, father of George D., were educated in the University of North Carolina. The latter, after the death of his father, lived with his widowed mother and inherited the ancestral home. Colonel Elliot was a student, a scholar, a man of genuine culture, and his home, Ellerslie, reflected in its atmosphere the refinements that such a character gives to surroundings. For many years before the war between the states he had been a colonel in the North Carolina state militia. In January, 1847, he was married to Miss Jane Evans. 

       Although too young for military service during the war, Mr. Elliot, because of his robust figure and manly appearance, frequently found himself uncomfortably conspicuous when the Federal troops were on their war march through Harnett County. He grew up under hard conditions because of the state of the country at that time, when both educational and industrial opportunities were largely lacking. More credit, therefore, belongs to Mr. Elliot because of his courage and enterprise in accepting circumstances at first as they were and changing them through his own efforts as rapidly as possible, calling to his assistance the old indomitable spirit of his ancestors. About the time he came of age, he took charge of the family home, which he had assisted to rehabilitate, and continued to live there until 1893. 

Mr. Elliot then bought land about ten miles below Ellerslie, at Little River, a mile and a half east of the present town of Linden, Harnett County and continued to buy adjacent tracts and thus built up a fine plantation that now contains about 650 acres. He named the new home Linden, and from his place the town lying on the Raleigh & Southport railroad took its name. In addition to Linden, Mr. Elliot owns other farms and lands in this section. He has become one of the most successful cotton planters in North Carolina, having had cotton experience since early youth, and thoroughly understands this business from the planting of the seed to the marketing. His experience covers the interval between the time when only the primitive plow was thought to be the only necessary tool in the cotton field, on down to the present when entirely new methods are in vogue and modern tools and machinery are used in cotton cultivation. Mr. Elliot is a practical businessman and has systematized his industries according to rules he has made for his own direction and has found them highly advantageous. He never sells his entire yield of cotton and thus always has on hand a considerable stock with which to take advantage of a favorable market change. 

       Mr. Elliot was married to Miss Cornelia McNeill, and they have the following children: Nellie, who is the wife of E. S. Yarborough; Alexander; Mary, who is the wife of Henry M. London; and George Douglas, Eunice, Henry and Emily. 

       Mrs. Elliot was born on her father's plantation, Mill Grove, in Harnett County, situated about five miles above Linden. Her parents were John and Roxana (Worth) McNeill, the latter of whom was the eldest daughter of former Governor Jonathan Worth, and through this connection has kindred in many of the historic families of the state. The McNeills, like the Elliots, are of true Scotch ancestry. Her grandfather, known as "Red" John McNeill as a distinguishing name, was an extensive land owner and had many slaves. j Her father, also named John, was designated “Pious" John McNeill; because of his religious principles and his strict adherence to them. 

       Mr. Elliot erected a stately mansion at Linden and in this beautiful home old-time hospitality prevails and kindred and friends gladly gather here. 

