JOSEPH W. (Washington). HALFORD, M. D. While every citizen of a community has possibilities of useful service and influence in a degree beyond estimation and seldom realized, these possibilities doubtless attain their maximum among the members of the medical profession. An able, high minded and conscientious physician is a power for community good not limited alone to his professional work. 


The wide range of this usefulness has seldom been better exemplified than in the career of Dr. Joseph W. Halford of Lillington, Harnett County. Doctor Halford began practice in that county at Chalybeate in 1905. In 1912 he moved to the county seat at Lillington, which has since been his home. His abilities as a physician and surgeon have met growing appreciation and have brought him a practice that all but absorbs his entire time and energies. His work has received the approbation not only of his patients but of his fellow physicians, evidence of which is found in the fact that he is now first vice-president of the Medical Society of the State of North Carolina; president of the Harnett County Medical Society, and president of the Fifth District Medical Society, covering several counties in this part of the state. He is a member in good standing of the Tri-State, Southern and American Medical associations. 


In all public matters during the past ten years he has undoubtedly exercised an influence second to none among the citizens of the county. As chairman and examining physician for the Harnett County Exemption Board he has fulfilled a patriotic and highly responsible duty, and has given ungrudgingly of his time to that office for several months. He is also health officer and quarantine officer for Harnett County and his work as a sanitarian has enabled him to effect many measures for improving public health and preventing disease. While a man of much tact, he has not feared to incur personal opposition nor even personal hostility in the performance of his duties in safe- guarding the majority of the people from the carelessness of the few. 


While seeking to give some brief outline of his varied interests and activities, it is well to emphasize his earnest work and effort in behalf of local education, and in re3llizing some of the ideals of the good roads movement in his .home county. When he came to this county a dozen years ago Doctor Halford was impressed more than anything else by the lack of good roads and of adequate country schools. To secure improved highways was not merely a means of arousing local interest and co-operation. The Legislature had to do its part and Doctor Halford and several interested associates went before that body and had a bill drawn and passed permitting the county to issue bonds for building roads. This measure proved inadequate because in some sections it was unpopular and its provisions affected too large an area to make it practicable. Subsequent legislation improved the bill by localizing the bond issues for road improvement among the individual townships instead of the county as a whole. With the township as a unit and responsible for the building of its own roads, the good roads advocates were in a much better position to carry out their ideas. As a result nine of the thirteen townships in Harnett County have voted road bonds aggregating about $115,000, not including Duke and Averasboro townships, which had already taken care of their roads before this legislation was enacted. At the present time Harnett County has good roads in every direction, the various township roads having been connected throughout. Many other changes have come about either concomitantly with or as a result of better roads. The day of the steer and one horse plow has almost passed, and improved farm machinery can be found on nearly every homestead. The county is not without its examples of traction engines doing what the horse and mule formerly did in the fields. Large areas have been cleared up and developed and fine farms and beautiful homes built, and Harnett County is now in the full tide of progress as an agricultural community. 


The development of the agricultural side of Harnett County is not without direct personal interest to Doctor Halford, who himself owns a fine farm four miles west of Lillington. 


Doctor HaIford was born in Walterboro in Colleton County, South Carolina, in 1870, a son of James J. and Jane (Redmond) Halford, both natives of South Carolina. Doctor Halford was educated in the public schools of his home town, also under private tutors at Savannah, Georgia, and studied medicine at Washington, D. C., at first in Georgetown University and later finished his undergraduate and did post-graduate work in Columbian University, where he graduated in 1904.  Doctor Halford is a director of the Bank of Lillington, a democrat in politics and a member of the Baptist Church. At Washington, D. C., he married Miss Ray Ellinger. Mrs. Halford was born in California. 
