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John McLean Harrington
November 2, 1839 -April 3, 1887

The writer and publisher of the hand written newspaper entitled "The Nation," a sample of which is on one of the squares of the Harnett County Historical Quilt, was John McLean Harrington, born November 2, 1839 -died April 3, 1887; buried in Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church Cemetery. 

Mr. Harrington attended school at Pine Forest Academy, located about a mile south of Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church in Western Harnett. and at Haywood Academy near Moncure, North Carolina. Because of some indications from his personal correspondence, it is believed that he also attended school for awhile at Donaldson Academy in Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

About three years after graduating from Pine Forest Academy, he returned as a teacher. His salary for a three-month term was said to be $154.00 and five pair of socks. This was a good three month's salary for the mid-nineteenth century. 

Mr. Harrington's first newspaper was written at Buffalo Springs, according to Mr. Malcolm Fowler, and entitled "The Young American." It was a monthly publication. 

The next newspaper was a weekly paper entitled "The Nation" and published about 1858. About 100 copies were circulated from his home in the Mt. Pisgah area. 

In 1860 Mr. Harrington began a bi-weekly publication and entitled it "The Weekly Eagle.” 
Some copies of Mr. Harrington's hand-written newspapers are in the Duke University Library. 

During the Civil War, 1861 -1865, the newspaper had to be discontinued because paper was unavailable. Therefore, during the war and after, he taught school, and kept the Harrington Post Office. Among his other activities, he did some surveying. He was never married.. 

According to stories handed down through the generations, John McLean Harrington was a man of many talents, that were exhibited in a short life span of forty-eight years. 
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