ISHAM FAISON HICKS, M. D. The work and skill and character which constitute the real elements of success in the medical profession have been earned and acquired in abundant measure by Doctor Hicks during' his fifteen years of practice at Dunn in Harnett County. 


His name suggests some of the honorable family associations which were something like a guarantee and inspiration for his individual career. Doctor Hicks was born at Faison in Duplin County, North Carolina, in 1876. His father, the late Capt. Louis Thomas Hicks, spent all his life at Faison, where he was born and where died in 1904. He was a member of a prominent and historical family of Duplin County. His Faison connections constitute one of the most prominent families of Eastern North Carolina. Captain Hicks had more than an honorary title. He was captain of Company E, Twentieth North Carolina Infantry, during the War Between the States, and was in active service for two years. He was at the head of his company, in one of the desperate charges of Gettysburg, and on the third day of the fight there, was captured, taken as a prisoner to Johnson’s Island ill Lake Erie, and held during the remainder of the war. His record of service was that of a brave, dashing and skillful officer. After the war he became a merchant and planter, and few citizens of Duplin County enjoyed so much respect and honor. 


Captain Hicks married Rachel McIver, who is still living at the advanced age of eighty-two. The McIvers have from early days been prominent in Moore, Lee and Chatham counties. One of its members was Hon. Charles D. McIver., and Mrs. Hicks was a cousin of that well known jurist. 


The boyhood and early associations of Doctor Hicks was of a very agreeable and comfortable character, to which as a grown man he takes pleasure in reverting. His early schooling was obtained at Faison, and he was also a student in Fishburne Military School at Waynesville, Virginia. He studied medicine in the North Carolina Medical College at Charlotte and in the University College of Medicine at Richmond graduating M. D. in 1902. With his diploma and licensee located at Dunn in Harnett County and has been steadily in practice there for fifteen years. Real eminence has come to him in his profession and as a physician and surgeon his name may properly rank with those of the professional leaders in the state. He served a number of years as city health officer of Dunn, and is surgeon at Dunn for the Atlantic Coast Line and Durham & Southern Railways companies. His splendid qualities as a genuine good man and useful citizen have won for him equally high regard and esteem. He is a member of the County and State Medical Societies, American Medical Association, is a Mason and Knight of Pythias and member of the Presbyterian Church. Doctor Hicks is chairman of the Jarvis Red Cross Chapter at Dunn. 


Soon after beginning practice Doctor Hicks married Miss Mary Gertrude Harper, daughter of the late Dr. M. W. Harper. 


Dr. Martin W. Harper was born at Bentonville in Johnston County, North Carolina, in 1844, .and died at his home in Dunn in 1907. He was born and reared at Bentonville, which is now a very small village, but which will always have an historical significance as the scene of the last real battle of the War Between the States, and the surrender of General Johnston's army to General Sherman. Doctor Harper before reaching his seventeenth year had volunteered in the Confederate service in Company H of the Twentieth North Carolina Infantry. He was all through the war except a period at home recuperating from a wound received at the battle of Stone Mountain. Toward the close of, the war he was member of General Baker's staff. 


Doctor Harper was for a time a student of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Kentucky at Lexington, and then took up the study of medicine in the Louisville Medical College, where he graduated with the class of 1873. He at once returned to his old home at Bentonville and began the practice of his profession.  In 1886 the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad building southward through Johnston and Harnett counties, over a route that now constitutes the main line of the system, reached Dunn.  At the very beginning of this village Doctor Harper moved his family from Bentonville and his was one of the first residences in the town.  With all his splendid qualities as a physician and surgeon and kindly and capable practitioner, his name is almost equally well remembered for his part as a town builder.  Everything affecting the welfare of the new community elicited his interest and co-operation.  He established the first drug store in the town, conducting it for several years while his private practice was growing.  He also organized the Dunn Road District, under which the first good roads were built in Harnett County.  He helped to locate the first cemetery.  His name was prominently connected with other movements which served to promote the growth of Dunn into the flourishing and wealthy little city it has become.  Dunn is the center of one of the finest agricultural districts in North Carolina.  Doctor Harper organized the Harnett County Medical Society, and at one time was its president.  One of his chief interests in life was the Disciples Church at Dunn, of which he was a working member for many years.  In 1875 Doctor Harper married Miss Eugenia Wilson, of Newton Grove, Sampson County, North Carolina.  She is still living, and her four daughters are Mrs. McD. Holliday, Mrs. I.F. Hicks, Mrs. Annie Young, and Mrs. J.A. McLean.

Before closing this article it should be noted that Doctor Hicks’ sister, Mrs. Mary Lyde (Hicks) Williams wife of Marshall Williams of Faison, is now president of the Daughters of Revolution for North Carolina.  While prominent in that order, she is more widely known in North Carolina because of her well earned achievements as a portrait painter.  She is one of the state’s most talented daughters.  Mrs. Williams has four sons, all college trained, who are now officers in the new National Army.
