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Charles B. Howard

Teacher, Evangelist, Educational Fund Raiser Student-Aid Administrator

December 2, 1900 -February 27, 1988

Charles B. Howard was born December 2, 1900, in Salemburg, North Carolina. It was here in Salemburg that he was ordained as a minister of the gospel at the age of 18. 

Charles Howard received a bachelor of arts degree from Wake Forest University in 1922, graduating magna cum laude, and an honorary doctorate from Campbell University. After graduating from Wake Forest he worked as a public school teacher and as a principal in Youngsville and Louisburg, North Carolina, before resigning to enter Southern Seminary in Louisville, Ky. in 1927. 

On June 24, 1931, Dr. Howard married Alma E. Dark of Roseboro, North Carolina. Mrs. Howard is a graduate of Meredith College, Raleigh, North Carolina, with a major in voice. 

In 1926 Dr. Howard established the Howard Fund to help assist students who needed help in order to further their education. This fund has helped 3,100 students in the United States and 112 in foreign nations. The total amount of aid from 1926 to 1986 was over $3 million in loans and gifts. This fund still continues to aid students. 

In 1934 Dr. Howard came to Campbell as a Bible Professor. From 1938-1959, he was the head of Campbell's Bible teaching program. He left this position to devote himself full time to evangelism and to the work of the Howard Memorial Christian Education Fund. 

Dr. Howard was known around the nation as an unexcelled preacher of the Word, as an evangelist and as an educator. He preached in hundreds of pulpits across the Southern United States. 

As a Southern Baptist minister and evangelist for 70 years, Dr. Howard pastored 26 churches, traveled more than a million miles, conducted over 1,250 revivals, preached more than 25,000 sermons in 24 states, held revivals with five Southern Baptist Convention presidents, preached 16 sermons before nationwide bodies, 117 sermons before Baptist State Conventions, 87 sermons before college and university groups, held 20,000 prayer conferences and wrote more than 100,000 personal letters. This information is known because Dr. Howard kept a daily record of his activities. 

Even in his later life he gave guest lectures and conducted revivals and associational meetings. During 1987 he spoke at more than 50 church and associational meetings. At the time of his death he was scheduled to hold a revival at the First Baptist Church of Red Springs, North Carolina. 

"He never retired," said Norman A. Wiggins, President of Campbell University. "He was so effective in what he was doing that we never thought to ask him about retiring. He was one of the truly great men of God in our time." 

Early in their marriage Dr. and Mrs. Howard made a decision that when death came for each they would donate their bodies to medical science. Mrs. Howard then made arrangements for Dr. Howard's body to be given to the East Carolina University School of Medicine at Greenville, the unsalvaged remains to be cremated. Later, in a wooden urn, that was carved by Cecil Wilkins, a Harnett native, the ashes were interred on December 15, 1989, in Montlawn Cemetery, Raleigh, North Carolina. Mrs. Howard, likewise, has already instructed her children to follow the same plans upon her death. Besides his wife Alma, Dr. Howard is survived by: daughters Dorothy McDaniel of Alexandria, Virginia, and Mary Joe Howard of Auburn, Alabama; sons, Henry B. Howard II of High Point and Charles Barrett Howard, Jr. of Erwin, seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
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