DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE ERWIN EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Leonidas Jackson

December 28, 1899 -April 2, 1987

In 1922, when Leonidas Jackson arrived in the town of Duke, North Carolina, as Erwin was then called, to work as a drug clerk in the E. R. Thomas Drug Company, little did he think he would continue working in the same place for fifty years. 
He was very young, only twenty-three, and straight from the University of North Carolina, in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where he had been a student for two years. Born in Sampson County, at a place called Cooper, December 28, 1899, he was the son of Alice Bass and Willie A. Jackson. 

It was not long before he became a popular figure in the Harnett County man-made town that had grown up so quickly as planned -r for the coming of Erwin Cotton Mill #2 in 1904. He married a native, Myrtie Woodworth. There was only one child, Leonidas, Jr., who currently lives on Old Post Road, and works at Fort Bragg Activity as Flight Instructor, in a position far removed from his father's footsteps. 

When Erwin became an incorporated town in 1967, Leonidas, Sr., was elected the town's first mayor. Under his leadership and other mayors who followed, Erwin grew considerably in ~is life span of eighty-eight years. In the 50 years of his professional service he saw, also, innumerable strides in the field of medicine: positive treatments for syphilis, pneumonia, tuberculosis, and polio, the most devastating diseases in the first quarter of the twentieth century. 
His son, the Flight Instructor, is married to June Ruth Tew of Erwin, and they have two children: Phyliss, a sixth grade teacher married to Anthony Weeks, living in Dunn; William Leonidas Jackson, called "Bill", a graduate of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music and living in New York City. Being very talented in music and the arts, he pursued this field of interest in New York for quite awhile, but for a more rewarding livelihood, he is now associated with Price Waterhouse, a fine and long standing financial firm. 

Leonidas Jackson Senior, who died April 2, 1987, was a member of the First Baptist Church of Erwin and was buried in the Erwin Memorial Cemetery. His wife, the former Myrtie Woodworth, after an extended illness died February, 1991, and was buried in the same family plot. 
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