DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE CREATIVE EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

John Lee Johnson

March 14, 1877 -April 5, 1960

The Rev. J. Lee Johnson, who for many years served as pastor of Pleasant Union Christian Church near Lillington, North Carolina, was born in southern Wake County on March 14, 18?7. He was the youngest of the eight children born to John Lewis Johnson and his wife Mary Jane Lane Jones. He attended Cary High School when it was a boarding school and after graduation entered Elon College. 

His father died in 1903. While a college student his mother, who had prayed for a son to enter the ministry, became quite ill. When he went home to see her he took his trunk with him, telling his folks that he was going to stay at home and run the family farm, and that he didn't need a college education to do that. .But the Lord had other plans for him. One evening while reading a news magazine there came into his mind the words, "Lee, preach!" He knew God was calling him, but felt he couldn't do it. While working at his brother Kemp's planing mill, his left hand was caught in a machine and crushed. When he saw the mangled hand his first thought was "uh huh! You wouldn't preach!" After much physical and emotional struggle, he surrendered his will to the Lord, and returned to college to study for the ministry, and graduated as valedictorian of his class in 1912. He also completed his Master's Degree in 1913. 

In December, 1913, he married his long-time sweetheart, Kate Maynard, a school teacher. To them were born a daughter (Kate Lee) and two sons (Rowland Hill and Torrey Maynard Johnson). In 1920 he built a home in Fuquay-Varina (then Fuquay Springs) where he lived until his death on April 5, 1960. He served as pastor of Wake Chapel Christian Church in Fuquay from 1911 to 1940. During this time he preached at a different church each Saturday afternoon! and Sunday morning of the month, serving Pleasant Union from 1919 to 1951 and Catawba Springs Christian Church from 1911 to 1949. He also was pastor for several years at Christian Light in Harnett County, Wentworth Christian, and Plymouth Christian in Wake County and Pleasant Hill Christian near Benson in Johnston County. He was a rather shy man by nature, which he had to struggle to overcome. He loved the people in all the churches he served and displayed much humor in his contacts. But primarily he was a student of the Bible, and taught it as God's Holy Word, to be learned, lived, loved, and shared with everyone he knew. 

Written by: Mrs. O. Wayne Russum, (nee Katie Lee Johnson) 
For: Creative Extension Homemakers Club 

Editor's Note: 

Like their father, Reverend Johnson's three children have given much of their abilities to their communities and to the lives of others within their places of abode. 

While teaching in Western North Carolina, Katie Lee, the oldest, met C. Wayne Russum, also a teacher, and later married him. They presently live at 605 Dickens Street in Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina 27526 and their two daughters, Ella Wayne Pierce, the older, and Dell, the younger, live fairly near their parents. Mrs. Jeffery Carroll of 910 South 10th Street, Lillington, North Carolina, is a daughter of the Pierces, and a great granddaughter of Rev. Johnson. 
The younger Johnson son Rowland Hill, a graduate of UNC School of Pharmacy resided in Robbins, North Carolina, for many years before his death in 1986. 

The older son, Torrey Maynard Johnson, became the first public school principal of Buies Creek, North Carolina, when the Academy School was no longer under the supervision of Campbell Junior College. He served in this position for eighteen years before his appointment as principal of Stedman High School, Stedman, North Carolina, around 1952. Mr. C. Reid Ross former Harnett County Superintendent of Schools until 1951, recommended him to Douglas Byrd, Superintendent of Cumberland County Schools, for this position. In 1955 Torrey received his Master of Education degree 4th from UNC at Chapel Hill, and remained as principal until his retirement. He and his family still live in Stedman, but spend many weeks of the summer months in the North Carolina mountains. 

Sources of information: 

C. Reid Ross Assist. Supt. Harnett County Schools (1937 -1940: Supt. 1940 -1951), Lillington, North Carolina 

Mrs. Roger C. Johnson, Lillington, North Carolina, a friend
UNC Alumni Directory 

