Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friendly Extension Homemaker's Club for the Harnett County Historical Quilt, 1989

Mary Green Johnson

(Mrs. Alton Glenn Johnson)
April 14, 1892 -January 22, 1987
People of all ages, including friends and even non-associates, were enriched, more than threefold, for the 95 year life-span of Mary Green Johnson of Route One, Lillington, NC. Her caring, knowledge, and talent were taken to many a home, consciously or unconsciously. 

"Miss Mary's" zest for living and helping her fellowman was indelibly imprinted on the lives of her family, her friends, her church, and on all with whom she came in contact. 

At the young age of fourteen, when her mother died, she had thrust upon her the care of her younger brothers and sisters. This meant she did not receive all the educational advantages she would liked to have had. Consequently, because of her great interest in reading and her desire to learn, she sought information on all subjects, from philosophy to the making of intricate needle craft designs -all which widened her horizons and fitted her for many tasks and afforded her various interests for her entire life. It was this constant striving to learn more that filled her life with beauty of mind and soul. 

She was a great leader who applied positive thinking on all undertakings, whether on the home front, in her Friendly Homemaker's Club, or in her book club, the Lillington Tea and Topics Book Club, or in a meeting of the Daughters of the American Revolution. She dealt the same thinking in her church work, at Buies Creek Memorial Baptist, and in her pleading for a new and larger Harnett County Library. Unfortunately, she did not live to see the completion of the new library that opened in May 1987, only very shortly after her death. 

For her, no project was ever too big, provided it was worthwhile. Along with her numerous activities, there was always her priceless gift of self. 

Mrs. Johnson was the oldest child of William Archibald Green and Mary Byrd Green. Other children, in order of their ages, born to Mr. and Mrs. Green, were: Paul Eliot Green, (of Chapel Hill), playwright and author of North Carolina's longest playing outdoor symphonic drama, "The Lost Colony," at Manteo, Daniel Hugh (called Hugh, Route 1, Lillington) , Gladys (Mrs. Sylvester of Richlands, NC), Caro Mae (Mrs. Phillip Russell), and Erma (Mrs. Gold, both of Chapel Hill). 

The Green family lived on a farm that lay between Buies Creek and Lillington two or more miles from the beginning of the road beside the James A. Campbell home place, opposite Keith Hills entrance on highway #421 South. 

Mary Green married Alton Glenn Johnson, a prominent farmer in her community and to this union four children, one son and three daughters were born: William Archibald, Mary Byrd, Betty, and Anne. Their home was only a short distance from the Campbell house. 

On October 5, 1985 at Campbell University Homecoming Mary Green Johnson was awarded the distinguish alumna award and inducted into Campbell University's Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa. She was an alumna of 1912. In 1982 her daughter, Betty Cheek and son-in- law, Charles W. Cheek, established a fine arts scholarship in honor of Mary Green Johnson and in memory of her husband, the late Alton Glenn Johnson. 

Mrs. Mary Green Johnson died at Rex Hospital Raleigh, NC following a short illness on January 22, 1987, and was buried in the Buies Creek Cemetery where her husband is also buried. She is survived by William A. Johnson (Lillington attorney), three daughters: Mrs. Mary Byrd J. Altvater of Boone, NC, Mrs. Betty J. (Charles W.) Cheek, and Mrs. Anne J. Altvater, both of Greensboro, NC, eleven grandchildren and thirteen great grandchildren. 
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