Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Cape Fear Extension Homemakers Club for Harnett County Historical Quilt, 1989

Georgia Talley Matthews (Grady)
September 10, 1909 -March 18, 1974
Rarely is there an individual whose interest and enthusiasm can permeate a gathering of people, irrespective of age or number, regardless of the issue, to such an extent that all who are present become equally affected and greatly blessed. 

Georgia Talley Matthews was just such a person. She was a good follower as well as a great leader. She was admired, respected, and loved by all whose lives she touched. 
"At any gathering she was the life of the party", said one Cape Fear Extension Homemaker member in describing her. Her wonderful humor was seldom surpassed. 

Georgia was the fourth daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cicero Talley who farmed and lived on Route 1, Lillington, NC. In the Talley family there were four daughters before the birth of a son named Owen. Clara, deceased at the time of this writing, April 1995, was the oldest; Dorothy, the second, lives in Washington D.C. and Margaret, the third, is deceased. Mrs. Talley died when Georgia was quite young and Mr. Talley looked after the five children by himself and never remarried. The family were faithful attendants of Neill's Creek Baptist Church. 

While growing up Georgia became quite interested in politics and later became an active democratic leader. 

She married Grady C. Matthews also of Route 1, Lillington, NC. Grady was the second son of Charlie Benton Matthews and Cora Johnson Matthews, a sister of Eula J. Peede, Mrs. L.M. Chaffin, Mrs. Mack McKinney and Dewey Johnson, all of Lillington. Their other six children were: Leslie, the oldest, Elizabeth (married Hayden Stewart), Marie (married Preston Butts), Dorothy (married Haymer Woodley), Jack (married Bobbie Stewart), Brantly (married Elizabeth Fuquay, former Clerk of Superior court of Harnett County) . 
To the union of Georgia and Grady two sons were born, Charles Edward, who died before his mother, and Robert Grady, currently living in Raleigh, NC. Each one of the two sons had only one daughter: Pam, Charles Edward's and Jill, Robert Grady's. 

Georgia's interest in life was much stronger than her health. After the birth of her two sons she found she could not be as active in her church or in her community or even in the democratic party as she would have liked. Wherever she was present, she gave her best wholeheartedly, and never complained of her state of health. People adored her, and friends to this day cherish happy memories of one who made everyone "feel good". 

She died March 18,1974 and is buried in Harnett Memorial Park in Lillington. 

Her husband, Grady, later married to Goldie Collins who is also deceased, is presently married to his third wife, the former Hazel Warren. 
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