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Ned McGregor

Information concerning Ned McGregor is fragmentary and incomplete. Records of birth and marriage were not required and family records among slaves were not recorded because few slaves could read or write. The practice of selling or trading slaves helped to disintegrate, family ties and assure the disruption of a meaningful lineage among black families. 

The oldest of twelve children Ned's father's name was Steven. He worked on a plantation near Laurinburg,. North Carolina. No mother's name is mentioned. It is believed that at an early age Ned McGregor migrated to Harnett County trying to get away from slavery and never went back ,to the place where he originated. After he escaped from the plantation he was able to avoid being captured as a result of aid received from the freed blacks and abolitionists in the Fayetteville area. 

He was married to Liddie Brown and six children were born to this union. They earned their livelihood by farming and share cropping. He also built tar kilns, engaged in dipping turpentine, hunting, fishing, doing anything he could for food resource. 

In 1866 Ned McGregor and Jack Redding, two most dedicated and courageous forefathers, felt a great need for a place in the community for black people to go and worship God. With great insight, sacrifice and fortitude they combined their spiritual zeal and physical strength and laid the foundation for a church, Spout Springs Presbyterian. 

In 1869, the building was completed. Ned was elected as one of the first Elders. Ned was also one of the founders of Johnsonville A. M. E. Zion Church. 

It has been said hat if Ned came back as a ghost today, seeking the things of which he loved most, he would ask. "How are Spout Springs and Johnsonville Churches? Do they still live?" The answer would be, “The churches that you and Jack founded still live, and you still live in the hearts and minds of your people." 

He is buried in the old section of Cameron Hill Presbyterian Church Cemetery. 

Written by: Mattie Harrington, Member 

Rainbow Extension Homemakers Club 

