FELIX M. McKAY.  Harnett County, North Carolina, suffers from no lack of substantial and able men and one who takes a prominent place among these is Honorable Felix M. McKay, formerly a member of the Harnett County Exemption Board.



Felix M. McKay was born at Old Summerville in Harnett County, North Carolina, June 4, 1865.  His parents were Neil and Josephine (Cranor) McKay.  His paternal grandfather was Archibald McKay, who was a brother of the noted Presbyterian minister, Rev. Dr. Neill McKay, famous for his scholarship and for his interested and endowment of Davidson College, which continues a noted seat of learning.  The McKays are of Highland Scotch stock who were pioneers in the Cape Fear country in North Carolina.



Neil McKay, father of Felix M. McKay, was an eminent lawyer in Harnett County and he engaged in the practice of law all his life although he lived on his plantation and overlooked his farm industries.  For several years he was solicitor for the superior court in the judicial district that embraced Harnett County.  His death occurred before his son Felix M. reached manhood.  



 Felix M. McKay was thirteen years old when his father bought and developed a plantation, Raven Rock, situated nine miles above Lillington, and here he remained after the death of his father, giving his mother assistance in caring for several younger children. His education was obtained in the Jonesboro High School and Old Summerville Academy, the latter being then under the presidency of Col. J. A. Cameron, one of the finest educators of his day. In his early twenties Mr. McKay ventured into the mercantile business at Angier, and the enterprise proved successful under his management. 



Intelligently interested in politics from early manhood, Mr. McKay in 1894 was elected on the republican ticket to the office of clerk of the Superior Court of Harnett County and served four years. In 1901 W. A. Erwin of Durham, North Carolina, completed his plans for establishing a large, modern cotton mill and the building of a mill village in the southeast part of Harnett County, the new town to be called Duke. Upon Mr. Erwin 's advice, Mr. McKay came to the site of the new town and established the first post office on October 21, 1901, and has lived here ever since, purchasing land near Duke and engaging in farming. He served as postmaster of the village from 1903 until 1914. In the republican landslide of the latter year he was elected to the State Legislature, with a majority of 373 votes over his democratic opponent, the highest majority ever recorded by a candidate of his party in the county. His public services at Raleigh were creditable in every way. In December, 1917, he was appointed a member of the exemption board of the county, and its chairman, and in this as in every other public office with which he has been entrusted his duties are well understood and faithfully performed. 



In November, 1900, Mr. McKay was married to Miss Mary Green, of Lillington, and they have three children: Stewart Green who is a student in Fishburn Military Academy at Waynesboro and Mary and Neill. 



During the years that Mr. McKay has lived at Duke he has acted as agent for Mr. Erwin in the purchase of lands and has attended to the clearing of the same. One of these properties is the famous Erwin farm at Duke, containing about 1,200 acres, which is considered one of the finest and most productive in the South. His agricultural enterprises include two experimental farms which are large producers of cotton, corn, wheat, oats, fine stock, fruit and poultry. On December 1, 1916, Mr. Erwin appointed Mr. McKay superintendent of his farming interests, a position that he is filling with his usual ability and success while additionally carrying on his own farm activities. 

