DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE NORRINGTON EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB

FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Anthony Walter Moore

1820 -August 22, 1932

Anthony Walter Moore was born in 1820. He was a slave owned by Master Daniel McQueen who worked him as a field hand. He was sold by Master McQueen, to a Master with the surname of Moore. Both Masters plantations were located in the vicinity of Fayetteville, North Carolina. Master Moore made him a house slave after he was with him a period of time. He was treated kindly by Master Moore and allowed many privileges, among them, the permission to have books. He was taught to read and write, and served as school master for the other slaves. 
After the slaves were freed, Anthony still remained with Master Moore because of his kindness. However, there came a time when a disagreement occurred and Anthony left. Meanwhile Anthony had married his first wife, Mary Ann. He came to Lillington and got a job for one year in Upper Little River Township with a white person who hired him to pull turpentine boxes from pine trees. He saved his earnings and returned to Seventy-First Township in Cumberland County for only a short while before returning again to Upper Little River Township in Harnett County. This time, along with his wife and five children, and a niece, Bella McKeller, he bought 900 acres of land. Homes were built for them 1/4 mile from the present Mt. Olive Methodist Church, which was founded by his niece, Bella McKeller. 
It was difficult for them to survive during the first year. They cleared land by cutting trees, shrubbery and digging stumps. In the fall, leaves were raked in piles on which lye and water were poured to produce fertilizer. By the following spring the land was ready for cultivation. The second year crops yielded a plenty for his family and his niece, and with each succeeding year the crops became more profitable. 

They raised sheep, goats, cows, hogs as well as geese, chickens, ducks, and turkeys. Garden vegetables were grown and beans that could be dried were saved for winter eating along with the cured meat. Later, cane was grown for syrup, also cotton and peanuts were cultivated. 

Anthony Moore built his first store, called Old Hundred, on the land he had purchased hear the Old Norrington A.M.E. Zion Church site. Later, he sold this parcel of land to Neill A. Mason, j a white person, and built another store near his home site, near Mt. Olive Methodist Church. 
During this period Mary Ann, his wife, died after bearing 15 children. He later married his second wife, Judy McNeill Ross, the widow of Mack Ross. To this union were born 12 children. 

On Anthony's original home site his large two story house was destroyed by fire in the 1950's. 

Anthony, as the years passed, became a man of great means, owned mules, fine horses, the finest buggy, and was among the first citizens to buy a Buick. He owned and operated a cane mill, a grist mill, and a sawmill in which his son Neill bought half interest. He owned land in Fayetteville, Sanford and Clinton which he sold. Later he bought lots and additional acres of land in Shawtown, near Lillington. 

From the acreage of his plantation he sold land for farms to his sons, Hardie, Baptiste, Neill Archie and Duncan and to his daughter Margaret. He also sold land to Mr. Sights, William Steele, Nathan Black, and to other relatives and other citizens of the community. 

Desirous of a change in location for his family, he sold the remaining acres of his plantation to a white man from Senson, North Carolina and moved with his family to Shawtown, where another store and a large house were built. Here he ran a peanut farm and operated the store until 1932. 

Anthony was a member of Norrington A.M.E. Zion Church for many decades, and a trustee of the church, a member of the community school board, and a past master of the Masonic fraternal organization. 

He departed this life in his home on Monday, August 22, 1932 at the age of 112. After his death the estate in Shawtown was divided among his children. 

Anthony Walter Moore, his wife, and niece, Bella McKeller were true pioneers of this community, on which many other generations have lived and enjoyed for many years. 
Anthony t s second wife, Judy McNeill Ross, who had one son, Edgar, by her first marriage, was born in 1861 and died June 6, 1930. Anthony and both wives are buried in the Norrington Church Cemetery, called Old Hundred. 

Children by his first wife, Mary Ann are: Emma, George, Robert, Hardie, Margaret, Savannah, Baptiste, Neill Archie, t Duncan t . Steven, Alex, Liza, Isabel, Dan Hue, Lou Ella, (not listed in order of birth: all are deceased). 
Childrenby his second wife, Judy, are: Lynona*, Wilbert of Lillington, North Carolina, Mattie, Minnie of Lillington, North Carolina, Bessie of Lillington, North Carolina, Wright of Baltimore, Maryland. and Alice*. 

Five children died in infancy and names were not remembered. Anthony Moore was the father of twenty-seven (27) children. 

* deceased 

Submitted by: Grace Black, a grand-daughter and member of Norrington Extension Homemakers Club 

Sources of information: Personal knowledge and family records 

