DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE NORRINGTON EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Neill Archie Moore

September 30,1877 -February 24,1969

Reverend Neill Archie Moore was one of fifteen children born to Anthony Walter and Mary Ann Moore on September 30, 1877. He grew up in this area -Harnett County, Upper Little River Township route one, Lillington, North Carolina. His father, Anthony taught him to read and write. In his boyhood days, he worked on his father's plantation. In his youth, a Caucasian family, John and Molly Byrd of Mamers, North Carolina, hired him as a farm hand to work at the rate of twenty-five cents (.25) a day. Neill Archie worked and saved his earnings and bought part of his estate from his father. Many years after, he purchased a parcel of land from Mr. Sights, a Caucasian. 

) He married Elizabeth Ann Campbell and nine children were born to this union of which the eldest was deceased. After the demise of Elizabeth Anne, he married Martha Catherine Cameron Black, widow of Johnson Black. Seven siblings were born to Neill and Martha. Neill Archie accepted and regarded his stepson Walter Black as one of his very own children and taught love and respect to the three (3) sets of children and showed by examples the true meaning of "togetherness". 

Neill cultivated on his farm corn, wheat, oats, rye, beans, peas, potatoes, cane, cotton, tobacco and peanuts. He raised chickens, hogs, cows and owned as many as five (5) mules and a horse. He rented other farm land from nearby Caucasians and grew crops also. 

He bought half interest in his father's sawmill and they operated the sawmill together. Later, he bought his father's share in the sawmill and moved it onto his estate. He was also the owner and operator of the following mills: Shingles Mill purchased from Will Brown of Mamers, North Carolina; Cane Mill, Grist Mill bought from Anthony, his father; and a Cotton Gin bought from Dave Truelove of Erwin, North Carolina. He became the first and only Black Citizen to own and operate a cotton gin in Harnett and the surrounding counties. He operated the mills for many years by steam and employed Mr. John Robert McDougald as his chief steam engineer. Later he purchased an Allis Chalmers unit to furnish power for the mills. He built and burned tar kilns for tar in Overhills, near Manchester, North Carolina on the Rockefeller Estate and sold tar to the government for the building of highways. 
Employment was provided by him for others on the farm and the mill. Frequently, Caucasians were also employed at the mill. He also rented farm land to share croppers and provided homes for them and their families. He built and provided a home for his mother-in-law, Jennie McCormick Clameron, an ex-slave. 

Three homes were built by him during his life time for his immediate family on the homestead site. The architectural design of the second huge two story home with its imported small stain glass windows around each door, .large bay windows and enormous columns around the porch made a picturesque scene. He designated a special room in the home as the "Preacher's Room". 

He purchased a self playing piano for the family. Carbide lights were installed in the house and around its surrounding porch. Thus he and his brother Baptiste were the only citizens in this area to have lights other than kerosene lights since electricity only came to this area in the 1940's. 

The loss of this home by fire and the sting of the depression years were deeply felt by him. He rebuilt his home with another large home which was destroyed by fire in 1970. He went through bankruptcy and with the help of a Caucasian, by the surname of McGregor from Buies Creek, North Carolina, he was able to keep what he had acquired. 
He had the qualities and characteristics of love and devotion. There was great unity between him and the entire Moore family which makes it difficult to talk to him alone. 
Neill Archie was first a member of Norrington A. N.E. Zion Church but became one of the founders of Mount Olive Methodist Church. A staunch supporter of Mount Olive Numbers 1 and 2, he gave large sums of money to help erect both churches. When the second church was built, the lumber for the church was sawed without cost at his mill. He was ordained as a minister in Mount Olive Church. An honest and Christian man, he believed that one's heart was the true church and that the structure of a church was a symbol of God. He made everyone welcome to conduct worship in his home as long as they professed to holding services in the name of the Lord. Perhaps this practice led him and his last wife Martha to donate a parcel of land to the Reverend Ethel Evans and congregation to build a church, which is known as Moore's Chapel Pentecostal Holiness Church. 

Neill did not believe in anyone doing anything for him without some reward. Therefore, from his acquired land, he bequeathed many years ago several acres of land to his sister Savannah and within the last thirty years land was given also to his daughter Amy, and his brother Dan Hue. 

Having acquired a mind of his own, he was not concerned with keeping with others but rather to know his own spiritual and economic strength and to exert the latter if it was necessary. A promoter of peace, his attitude toward any negative situation was, "Let it be for peace sakes". He held family prayer each morning and evening and read the Bible daily. He taught his children and their children to be daily readers of the Bible. Life was not easy for him but with his meekness and his ability to sense and see through things, he surmounted his hardships. His life's aim was to leave his estate for his children. Thus his last official act performed at the age of 92 during the summer and fall of 1968 as a kind, generous and loving father was to divide his farm equally among his fifteen children and step-son, and affix his signature with that of his last wife, Martha, on fourteen (14) deeds. .He departed this life, Monday, February 24, 1969 and was buried on March 1, 1969 in Norrington Church's Cemetery, “Old Hundred". His struggles, his life, his accomplishments and his contributions to his family and community will be passed down to future generation of our family with that of his father, Anthony Moore, his mother, Mary Ann; and step-mother, Judy j his cousin Bell McKeller and his departed brothers and sisters. 
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