Deceased Honoree chosen by Coats Extension Homemakers Club for Harnett County Historical Quilt, 1989

Walter Edmond Nichols

January 23, 1889 -My 26, 1954

Walter Edmond Nichols, affectionately called "Nick" was born January 23, 1889 in Durham County. He received an equivalent High School Diploma in the Durham County Schools and following completion of his high school work he completed a business course including a wireless telegraph operator's license. 

In 1911 W.E. Nichols was hired by the Durham and Southern Railroad as a depot agent and as a wireless telegraph operator and from this Coats beginning he branched out. 

Sometime in 1913 or 1914 was the beginning of the vast mercantile, business and industrial empire of W.E. Nichols. His original business enterprise, Coats Mercantile Company, was headquarters for his vast business enterprises. Many of his businesses grew out of his farm supply store -Coats Mercantile Company. At one time he was the largest mule dealer in this area. 

W.E. "Nick" Nichols was a tobacco farmer, a large one with at one time more than 200 acres of tobacco. After surviving the great depression Nick began to venture out. He and two other partners began operating two large tobacco warehouses, one in Clarkton and the other in Fuquay. Following his venture as a tobacconist he began an Amoco oil Distributorship in six or seven counties surrounding Harnett. W. E. Nichols continued to expand his operations through the thirties, forties and early fifties until his untimely death in 1954, when he and Mrs. Nichols were on a trip to Bermuda. 

The later years of W.E. 's life were devoted to a vast array of educational, civic and philanthropic activities. These activities seemed to enhance his business enterprises. 

His extra curricular activities began as a school board member of Coats High School. From there at one time or other he served on the following boards/organizations/committees: 

Mayor of Coats 

Trustee of Campbell, then College 

Director of Betsy Johnson Hospital 

Harnett County Board of Education (serving at time of death) 

Deacon and Chairman of Budget and Finance Committee of Coats Baptist Church 

Member local civic club -"Fellowship Club" 

Trustee of First citizens Bank & Trust Company 

Member of the Building Committee in 1950-51 that managed the erection of the present Coats Baptist Church. 

A generous philanthropist all his life. (Many farmers owe their existence to W.E. Nichols) 
These are but a few of the many activities in which Walter Edmond Nichols was involved. 

Walter E. Nichols was married to Eva Smith, born July 25,1893 and died Dec. 27, 1971, a daughter of a prominent Coats family and the Nichols had four children, two boys and two girls. Walter continued Edmond Nichols, Jr. (Dec. 1, 1918 -March 21, 1919), Mary Susan Nichols Tyner, now the wife of Tommy Byrne, famous Yankee Pitcher and resident of Wake Forest, Ella Meredith Nichols, (Feb. 18, 1925 -Feb. 3, 1945) and Edmond Butler Nichols. 

Walter E. Nichols, with a heart as big as all outdoors, left at his death a legacy that will be hard to equal let alone surpass. Those of us, who knew him, loved and admired this gracious big hearted caring man. When he left us, his associates are sure he is at peace in the Coats Cemetery, where his wife is also buried. 
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