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Alvin Wortham Peede M. D.

December 10. 1906 -March 9, 1986

Dr. Alvin Wortham Peede, born December 10,1906. thought of himself as a counti-y doctor as he practiced medicine in Lillington, North Carolina, from 1931 until a few months before he died. rlIarch 9, 1986. 

Dedicated to his profession, he gave untold hours of service to his patients, in his office and especially in their homes, during the earlier years of his practice. Later, when rescue squads and ambulances became available, house calls, especially those of an emergency nature, were practically eliminated. 

Dr. Peede, who graduated from Wake Forest College in General Medicine, re'ceived his doctor of medicine degree at Jefferson r,1edical College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but specialized in surgery during his internship at State Hospital in Hazelton, Pennsylvania. Since he was a native of Neuse, in Wake County, North Carolina he wished to locate in North Caro~ina, although he had a chance to remain in Pennsylvania. On his return to his home state he sought further internship, this time at Park View Hospital in Rocky Mount. It was not long, following his internship that he learned Harnett County needed a health officer. This information came from his Wake Forest College roommate, Dr. Fred Flemming, who was already practicing medicine in Coats, North Carolina. 
When he arrived in Lillington as the new health officer, there were two other doctors, both in private practice, the o~der, Dr. Joseph W. Halford, and the younger, Dr. Arthur T. Wyatt. 

At the beginning of his career, Dr. Peede was often paid with barter -a ham, a bushel of corn or some homemade apple cider for his services. The price for delivering a baby was $15.00, and this included prenatal care, delivery, and post-natal care. 

One of the saddest moments of Dr. Peede's medical career was the time when Dr. Joseph W. Halford was brought to him following burns he received when his home caught on fire, and despite all the aid he could give he could only watch him die. 
In 1940, when an influenza epidemic hit the Lillington area, Dr. Wyatt was one of the first victims and did not recover until the epidemic was nearly over. Consequently, Dr. Peede was in great demand from 7:30 in the morning to midnight, tending the "flu" cases. Many developed pneumonia, but many were saved due to the recent discovery of penicillin which Dr. Peede considered the greatest medical breakthough in forty-six years. 

Dr. Peede became interested in medicine in a very unusual way. While living in Wake County with his two aunts and paternal grandparents, after the death of his parents, Lucy Henry Pearce Peede and Daniel Graham Peede, he became fascinated by a country doctor, Dr. Perry, in north ..Wake. He was only 18 when both parents died within a week of one another. The doctor drove a horse and buggy and used his long whip on every passerby if one didn't get out of his way. Dr. Peede was intrigued by the whip twirling and wanted to get "where" he could wield a whip. 

After Dr. Peede's first wife, a native of Chalybeate Springs, died in child birth, when their only child, a daughter, Ruby, was born, one of his aunts came to care for the child. She stayed until he married, Eula Johnson of Lillington. She lived until Ruby finished college at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro and was married. Ruby is presently Mrs. Ruby Lloyd, the mother of three sons and lives at 11 Oak Landing, Wilmington, North Carolina 28403, at the time of this writing. 

Not only dedicated to medicine, Dr. Peede was an active member of the Lillington Baptist Church from the time of his arrival in 1931 until his health failed. He taught Sunday School at the church for nearly 25 years, was a 32nd degree mason, a shriner, and served as Master for two years at a local Masonic Lodge, was recognized, by the Lillington Chamber of Commerce, for his outstanding professional, civic and business contributions, was once a board member for the Baptist Hospital in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, was member of the American Medical Association, was a member and past president of Harnett County Medical Association, and a bank director for the former Bank of Lillington. 
Townsmen and those in surrounding areas felt he could always help when help was needed and much of the time he could always be found. He continued his practice long ,past retirement age. On October 2, 1983, he married Anne Marie Rouse Warren at Divine Street Methodist Church, Dunn, North Carolina. They moved to Buies Creek, North Carolina, where he lived until his death, March 9, 1986. He is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Dunn, North Carolina. 

When time and weather permitted he was an avid golfer. He confessed: "There are few germs at 40 degree temperature on the golf course, and it is a place to go, and be still with God." 
Once in summing up his philosophy of medicine, he gave a definition of a true country doctor: "It's just as important to treat the patient as it is to treat the disease." 

Members of the Cape Fear Extension Homemakers Club can not forget the many times he "doctored" them and their families. 
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