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IRENE MCKOY ROBERTS

1909 -March 8, 1988
Irene Roberts was born to Oliver Dockery McKoy and Carrie Buchanan McKoy. She attended Brick Academy in Brick, North Carolina and the Fayetteville State Normal School in Fayetteville, NC. Later she graduated from the Apex Cosmetology college in New York, New York. 

Her parents resided in the Raven Rock community west of Lillington on the extensive McKay lands, near what is now Raven Rock State Park. As a teenager, Irene was married to Nathaniel Brown and they were the parents of one daughter, Beverly, who was born October 8, 1940 in Fuquay-Springs, later known as Fuquay Varina. (One report is that the child was born at the Davis clinic, a clinic operated by Dr. Davis, a black physician and within 15 miles of the Raven Rock community). 

The young couple were soon separated and at the urging of her mother, Irene permitted her daughter to be adopted by Professor Walter Buchanan and his wife Marion, of Orangeburg, S.C. Professor Buchanan was the brother of Irene's mother, Carrie, and the couple had no children of their own. Buchanan was president of Orangeburg State College and the couple gave many educational benefits to Beverly. She graduated from Bennett college, Greensboro, in 1962, and later earned master's degrees in science and painting from Columbia University. After early employment in the nursing field,  she turned to work as an artist, working improvisational continued architecture and painting. She won a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1980 and for three decades has been represented in solo exhibitions at leading art galleries across the nation including those at UNC-G, Contemporary Art in Winston Salem, as well as galleries in Charlotte. In recent years she has resided at the University of Georgia in Athens. 

In June 1992 she gave a copy of her painting, St. Simons (oil slick on paper, courtesy of Bernice steinbourn Gallery of New York City) to be used in a yearbook of the Henley-Roberts Child Development Center, Shawtown, in appreciation for the yearbook being dedicated to her mother. (See brochures on Beverly in Harnett County Library files and also 1992 yearbook of Henley Roberts Child Development Center in same) 

Irene's second marriage was to Harry Roberts of Canton, Pennsylvania and he accompanied her back to North Carolina. 

Her second husband, who preceded her in death, is also buried in the same location near her parents' old family home. 
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