DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE MAMERS EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

William Henry Rogers

March 19, 1863 -July 7, 1952

William Henry Rogers, a native of Mohawk, near Holly Springs Baptist Church, North Carolina, was born at the first farm home he loved so much in Western Harnett on March 19, 1863. His father was John William Rogers who married Margaret McNeill (Rogers) a native of the Mohawk community. 

Will loved his parents and the two churches to which they were accustomed to going, Juniper Springs and Holly Springs. Will not only loved living on his father's farm but was a frequent visitor there on Sundays. He attended church with his parents and liked doing so much that he and his family came by walking or riding on the wagon on Sunday mornings from his second beloved farm at Duncan and Decie McNeil Is, after he had given up as a teacher of private students in one of the cottages of his parents. While he was working on his Dad's farm in the summer time he was -teaching Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic. Perhaps his favorite text, other than the Bible, was Mental Arithmetics. But Will enrolled a young lady about 1885 that attended two of his winter terms of private school. Her name was Elonza Ellen Rogers who became Will's bride February 20, 1887. Ellen, as she was called, was born on August 27, 1869. 

Will and Ellen found that it was not -.-,.., easy to make a good living by depending on a small farm and private tuition so after about ten years they rented a larger farm with Cousin Duncan McNeill near Barbecue. But by going the distance back on Sunday mornings he and Ellen showed a love for the old home place but also a love for Rev. King who had officiated at their wedding February 20, 1887. 

In place of "Will" spending so much time in the classroom he spent more time making wooden staves, barrel hoops, tools, and barrels; long leaf shingles to cover the neighbor's houses. He became interested in the use of long leaf pines not only for timbers in houses but also for turpentine and tar. He prepared many a side of a long leaf pine to collect resin for making of turpentine and 0... \.),.'t, .the type of "Light Wood" that would produce tar when burned in a kiln. 

After a few years at Barbecue, Will and Ellen heard that the M.B. O'Quinns were going to move, to Buies Creek. Will and Ellen rented the O'Quinn place. Part of the time the five older O'Quinns were attending Buies Creek Academy. However, Will had become interested in the Bob Norden Estate on the east side of the I. B. O'Quinn home and farm. On Section Number 9 there was a small frame house and a larger log cabin. After the Hampton Stewart family moved away from the Bob Norden lots #8 and #9. Will and Ellen Rogers bargained to buy this part of the Norden Estate from Macome (M.B.) and Tiresa Jane O'Quinn. 
Since there was very little acreage of open farm land, Will and his older boys began to enlarge it by cutting timber and building a kitchen and a three room cottage mostly of long leaf timber. This cabin became Will's most beloved home until after his' youngest child was born in 1910. Seth was short lived. He was a victim of an epidemic of diphtheria in 1914. 

During the years 1910 to 1913 the three-room cabin built by Will and his sons was "home" to John Mark, Pervis, Archie, Osee, Aaron, Titus, Zula and Seth Wells. It was the birth place for the last three: Zula Ellen, Greene Titus and Seth Wells. 

During the years 1904 to 1943 Will and Ellen Rogers were not always in good health. Will had thrashed so many field: peas that he spat out much dust from his lungs. Will and his boys spent much of the time during the winter going from farm to farm to cut fallen trees into stove or fire place length. Will was thought to have had a heart attack in the year 1922. In the years 1915 until :1925 he was a deacon, and Sunday School teacher of Antioch Baptist Church Sunday School. In the middle 1920's he was chairman of the Mamers School Committee while the Mamers School was really a Junior High School. Four of the Roger's children were enrolled. Miss Anabelle Logan, Miss Mary McIntosh, and Clifford Adams were some of the principle teachers. 

In 1924 -1928 a special tax was levied and grades 8, 9, 10, and 11 were bused to Lillington High School. Frank Brown became chairman of the Mamers School Committee for the Elementary 1-7 grades. 

Will lived a full and busy life following his heart attack in 1922. He died July 7, 1952, and was buried in the Antioch Baptist Church Cemetery, in Mamers, North Carolina, where his wife Ellen -who was deceased April 26, 1943, was also buried. 
Will's loves: 

1. He loved Jesus. 

2. He loved his wife, Elonza Ellen. J. He loved each of his children. 

4. Since he loved Jesus, he loved his church, and attended with his fellow Christians. 

5. He loved to read the Bible. 

6. He lead his family in fireside devotions. 

Some of Will's loves: 

1. He loved and went to a church on the Sabbath while it was having preaching followed by a church conference on Saturdays. 

2. He attended Sunday School and Worship Services on Sundays. 

3. In the 1920's he attended BYPU to encourage young people to attend and take part on program. 
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