DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE SUMMERVILLE EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Francis (Fanny) Reid Ross

April 4, 1880 -December 9, 1977

Mrs. Charles Ross, the former Francis Reid McKay, was born April 4, 1880, in Fayetteville. She was the only child of the Rev. Neill (Parson) McKay and his third wife, Maggie Murchison McKay of Cumberland County. They resided at the McKay home, located around three miles west of Lillington in the Summerville community, The house had been built in the early 1830's. 
(The Rev. Mr. McKay, a Presbyterian minister, had been earlier married to the former Sarah Adaline James. of Maysville, South Carolina, who died June 8, 1861. They had two daughters, Cornelia (Mrs. Murdock McLauchlin) of Raeford and later of Cheraw, South Carolina, and Louise (Mrs. Silas Salmon) of Lillington. After the death of the first wife, he married the former Ann Blount Pettigrew of Tyrell County, She died at the birth of twins, The twins survived their mother only briefly.) 

Frances Reid attended an academy near her home at Summerville known as the Cumberland Academy. Later it was called the Summerville Academy. She also studied at Peace College in Raleigh where she majored in the liberal arts and music. Her father had died when she was 13 years of age. 

She married Charles Ross, an attorney, who was a native of Asheboro, in Randolph County. To this union were born the following children: Charles Reid Ross, educator; Neill McKay Ross, attorney; Murchison, who died in :infancy; Frances Ramsey (Betsy) Ross, deceased in 1973i -Rudolph Ross, Greenville contractor, deceased in 1982 Margaret McKenzie (Mackenzie), Mrs. Woodrow Taylor of Henderson, a retired Home Economics teacher; Robert Page Ross, Commander. U. S. Navy. land businessman. Corpus Christi. Texas. deceased in 1963; and Joseph Hall Ross. former officer in the U. S. Air Force and retired surveyor. She reared her children in a Christian home filled with love. 

Mrs. Ross was always interested in organizations and projects designed for community improvement. She was long an active member and served a term as President of the Lillington Woman's Club. was an advisor to the Lillington Junior Woman's Club. a member of the Lillington Chapter of the American War Mothers and of the Tea and Topics Book Club. She ?organized the first local World Day of Prayer Service sponsored by the Women's division of the World Council of Churches. 

A very dedicated and skilled parliamentarian, she was called on for help by many groups and organizations. Her major interest was the Women of the Presbyterian Church for which she served for many years as the elected parliamentarian for the Fayetteville Presbyterian and the Women of the Synod of North Carolina. Women in many groups across the state sought and applauded her lively classes in parliamentary procedure. 

The Summerville Presbyterian Church. where Mrs. Ross' father had served as a minister. had been disbanded for a number of years. She joined enthusiastically with others in the area in the reorganization of the church in 1948 and its official reopening in 1951. At the Summerville Church she Was active in every phase of its work, as she had earlier been at the Lillington Presbyterian Church. She taught the Pioneer class for several years and was President' of the Women's organized work as well as other positions. 
She was a gracious hostess, an inveterate reader, a brilliant and witty conversationalist, an orderly keeper of family and church records. She was never too busy to help anyone who needed her; nor was she ever too bury to share a joy. To her friends she was always ready with a word of encouragement. 

Remarkably alert and fiercely independent, she maintained herself and supervised her large home (which she called "Summer Villa") entirely alone until a few months before her death on December 9, 1977. Her funeral was conduct d from the Summerville Church by Dr. Lucy Rose, minister of Sanford's First Presbyterian Church who had been an interim minister at Summerville. Burial was in the church cemetery on one of the coldest days in this century. She had lived 97 nearly 98 -,good years, I outliving her husband and three of their eight children. 

In tribute to her, Mallie Yow, who had known her for many years, said: "She sailed the sea of life like a mighty ship, and is missed by all who were fortunate to have known her." 
Written by: Mallie Yow, Member 
Summerville, Extension Homemakers Club 

