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Frances Ramsey Ross

December 14, 1911 -July 12, 1973

Frances Ramsey Ross, known to her friends as "Betsy", was the fourth child of Charles and Frances Reid McKay Ross. She was born December 14, 1911'i in Lillington. 

As a small child ~he spent a long time in a hospital in Richmond, Virginia. During this time she was nicknamed "Little Betsy" by the nurses and doctors. 

She attended elementary and .high school in Lillington, graduating with the class of 1930. She then pursued a business course at ;woman’s College of the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, now known as UNC-G. She worked with the State Park Service during the building of the Blue Ridge Parkway and lived in North Wilkesboro. ) Her father, at that time and for many years was the chief counsel for the N.C. Highway Commission, now known as the State Department of Transportation. 

On her return to her native county, Miss Ross opened The Betsy Ross Letter Shop of which she was the owner and operator. However, Betsy wore many hats other than office or secretarial work. She was active in Girl Scouting, serving as Chairman for Lillington, and held office on the area Girl Scout Council. She was the originator and Director of the first Girl Scout May Day Program in the county. This lavish pageant was duplicated each spring by Girl Scouts for many years. It was one of the best attended public programs in the county. On Betsy's insistence, the program was open to all as an expression of appreciation by Girl Scouts for public support. She also was a charter member of the Lillington Business and Professional Women's Club. 
"Betsy touched the lives of more young people than anyone I know," commented a neighbor, Mallie Yow. She was a faithful member of the Summerville Presbyterian Church. She had transferred her membership from the Lillington Presbyterian Church she had joined as a young girl. Betsy's maternal grandfather, the Rev. Neill McKay, had been an early minister of Summerville Church, which had been inactive for many years. 'The church was re-organized in April, 1948, and formally re-opened in March, 1951 for reception of members. In the newly reorganized rural church, Betsy worked devotedly, especially with the young people. She often drove them to church meetings and inspirational gatherings that they would not have had the opportunity to attend except for her interest and compassion. 

This leader also was instrumental in organizing the Summerville Extension Homemakers Club, then called a Home Demonstration Club. She was a faithful member until her death on July 12, 1973. She was buried in the family plot in the Summerville Church Cemetery. 
As a member of the Women of the Summerville Church, she was involved in all the work they did. She directed the Annual Christmas Program several years. She was equally supportive when other members were assigned this responsibility. The nursery and the very young were very important to her."; They often received her special attention. 

She was a challenge to all who knew her. In remembrance of her these quotations are appropriate: "To do the best with what God gave you; always give of your best to the Master." 
Written by: Mallie Yow, Member 

Summerville Extension Homemakers Club 

