DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE CHURCHLAND EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Vera Chalmers Ryals July 24, 1911 -November 2, 1987

Vera Chalmers Ryals was born in Harnett County, North Carolina, July 24, 1911, to the late Henry and Pearl Chalmers. She was happily married to the late Andrew Ryals for thirty-one years until his death in 1966. 

She attended Harnett County Training School, and furthered her education at Fayetteville State University. She taught in the public schools of North Carolina and Virginia for thirty-six 

years. When she was just a young girl, in 1927, she taught at one of the oldest black schools in Harnett County. This school was called Mount Pisgah School, a one room school, on Route 1, Erwin, North Carolina, beside Mt. Pisgah Harnett Original Free Will Baptist Church, on a parallel road to highway #421. 

She was a faithful and devoted member of Pisgah Top Bible Church of God for over fifty years. During her years at Pisgah Top, she served on the Mother Board, was a member of the Senior Choir, the Board of Trustees, an Elder, the church secretary, and in addition, held the position as President of the Womens rvlission Convention. 

She was also a member of the Church land Extension Homemakers Club. 

Even though she and her husband had no children of their own, and because of her great love for children, they kept foster children in their home during the early years of their marriage. In the early sixties the Ryals got a set of twins, a boy and a girl, whrim she continued to keep after her husband's death in 1966. She loved them very much, as though they were her very o¥m. Joyce married David McNeill, and Jon Van married Poinciana Jeffries. Jon Van Hall later became an elder in his church. 

At the time of her death, November 2, 1987, she had five grandchildren and one great-grandson. She was buried in the Ryals Cemetery which is located off Highway #421 on the right going south between Buies Creek, North Carolina and Erwin, North Carolina. 

Written by: Pennie McKoy Williams, President 

Churchland Extension Homemakers Club 

Location of Mt. Pisgah Harnett Original Free Will Baptist Church:
On a parallel road to the left side of Highway #421, going South between Buies Creek and Erwin, North Carolina. Location of Pisgah Top Bible Church of God: 
On Churchland Drive, at dead end -a short parallel street 

on right side of Highway #421, going south, one block beyond Ryals Cemetery, on corner of Russ Street and Highway #421. 

