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Robert G. B. Shaw

July 12. 1890 -November 4. 1971

Among the Scottish Highlanders settling in the Upper Cape section of Cumberland County, later a part of Harnett County, were certain families with the sir name of Shaw. who played important roles for years in county affairs. its politics. its management, its cultural projects, its educational matters. Not all were kin, most were not. They were exemplary people. great leaders but who often pursued different fields of endeavor. 

Robert G. B. Shaw, born July 12, 1890, was one of the clan who came from a family of many talents, interests, amd challenging activities. His mother, Mary Brooks (1844 -1925) was a native of Chatham County, his father, John S. Shaw (1825 -1916) was from Anderson Creek area of Harnett County. 

His early education was received at local schools, and further education from Kings Business College in Raleigh, North Carolina about 1912. In the twenties he farmed in the ArIldersoft Creek Community. Meanwhile he married Annie Byrd of Harnett County, who was born 1895 and lived until 1988. Over a period of several years they had three children: Kathleen Shaw born 1918, Robert G. B. Shaw, Jr., November 22,1924. and Herbert Brooks Shaw, 1933. 

In the thirties Mr. R. G. B. Shaw left Anderson Creek for Erwin, North Carolina community to operate a store located across Cape Fear River Bridge from Erwin at forks of road to Linden and Bunnlevel. From 1933 until 1945. he did well until the flood in 1945 forced evacuation of his house and store and caused him to move to Bunnlevel, where he worked for several years with the Byrd Brothers’ Store before retiring about 1955. 

Apart from his business he served as Tax Collector of Harnett County from 1929 to 1932, was active in the Republican Party at the county and state levels; was an elder and choir member of Bunnlevel Presbyterian Church; and a life member of Neil S. Stewart Masonic Lodge of Erwin, North Carolina. 

Mr. Shaw was an ardent deer hunter, having killed nearly 100 deers in his lifetime. Other hobbies were fishing and "politicking". During Mr. Shaws "politicking" days, when he was running for sheriff in Harnett County there is a humorous story told: someone put one of his opponent's signs on the rear bumper of his car, which he drove around for several days before discovering he had been advertising for his opponent. 

He was spared the death of his oldest child, Kathleem Shaw Lucas, a school teacher in Fayetteville, who died in 1980, by his departure first, on November 4, 1971. His wife Annie lived until 1988, eight years after the death of their daughter. He and his wife are buried in the cemetery of Flat Branch Presbyterian Church. Robert G. B. Shaw, Jr., born in Erwin, now lives in Guilford County and like his father, has become an outstanding individual in another county. He went to school at Campbell College and UNC at Chapel Hill, North Carolina. He has been a restaurant operator in Greensboro, North Carolina for forty years, served as Chairman of Guilford County Commissioners from 1968 -1976; is presently serving as a North Carolina Senator from Guilford Coumty 1984 ---and is Joint Caucus Leader of the 19th State Senatorial District; served as North Carolina Republican Party Chairman from 1.975 -1977 a~d on the National Republican Committee 1975 -1977. He has two daughters by his first marriage: Ana (Shaw) Hewett. and Barbara (Shaw) Twining; two Hewett grandsons: Robert C. and John Christopher, and two Twining grandsons: James V., Jr.. and John Robert. In 1981 he married Linda Owens of High Point, North Carolina. 

It is an observed fact: Robert G. B. Shaw, Jr. likes politics, too, and has made “a good fit into his father's shoes”. 
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