DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE SUMMERVILLE EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

Henderson L. Steele

October 10, 1884 -August 7, 1964
Henderson L. Steele, founder and former editor of the Harnett County News, was born October 10, 1884, on a farm in Chesterville County, South Carolina. Due to the deaths of both parents at an early age, he was reared in the Mills Home Orphanage in Thomasville, North Carolina. 

He left the orphanage in 1898 and found work as a proofreader in a Raleigh printing firm. In 1906 he joined the business department of the Charlotte Observer as Production Superintendent. He held a similar position with the Columbia State in Columbia, South Carolina, from 1908 to 1915. He returned to the Charlotte Observer and remained until he came to Lillington in late 1918.
 By January 1, 1919, he had founded the Harnett County News, which rolled from the old Cranston Press on January 1, 1919. The press was located in an old drugstore on the corner of West Front Street and South Eighth Street. 

At the time of his death, Friday 12:09 a.m., August 7, 1964, at age 79, he had been publisher of the Harnett County News and director of commercial printing for 43 years. He retired on April 10, 1962 and remained in good health until a few days before his death following an emergency operation for a ruptured ulcer in a Whiteville, North Carolina, hospital, while he and Mrs. Steele were vacationing at Lake Waccamaw, North Carolina. 

One of his first tasks that awaited Mr. Steele after he arrived in Harnett was helping the late B.P. Gentry, County School Superintendent, organize support for the County's first consolidated school system. He became active in the Democratic Party and held the post of secretary for more than 30 years. The only public office he considered running for was that of mayor, to which he was elected May 1932. 
Mr. Steel's first wife, the former Myrtle Harbin of Statesville, North Carolina, died in 1918. In 1937 he married the former Rachel Glover, a native of Salisbury, N.C. and a retired school teacher in the Harnett School System. 

His youngest son, Frank Steele, who was associated in the newspaper business until his death in 1955, was married to the former Marguerite Gardner of Dunn, an elementary teacher in the Harnett School System. 

Henderson L. Steele, Jr., his eldest son, and daughter, Mrs. Edwina Gaskins and granddaughter, Mrs. William Allen Patterson were living in Charlotte, North Carolina, when Mr. Steele died. All three children were by Mr. Steele's first marriage. 
Mr. Steele was a member of the Lillington Baptist Church where his funeral was officiated by his pastor the Rev. Don Bowen, and burial rites by the Rev. Neil Thompson of Raleigh. Interment was in Harnett Memorial Park by the side of his son, Frank Steele. 

