DECEASED HONOREE CHOSEN BY THE ERWIN EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS CLUB FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY HISTORICAL QUILT, 1989

DeWitt Talmage Stutts

January 22. 1890 -June 28, 1984

DeWitt Talmage Stutts was born January 22. 1890. the next to the youngest of eleven children of parents who were farmers near Carthage, North Carolina. From all accounts the family members were hard-working, thrifty people who were devout church-goers whose life centered on .family, church. and the land owned and worked. Their main cash crop was cotton (they did not grow tobacco), and they grew and preserved their own vegetables and some fruits and had chickens and hogs. 

Mr. Stutts attended Carthage Academy, a small ungraded, school that was free and public part of the year and private, charging tuition, .for several added months each year. Later he attended Carthage High School. Lacking one course, he did not graduate but received a certificate which admitted him to Trinity College, now Duke University, in Durham, North Carolina, in 1911. He made up the missing course with a tutor, and in 1915, he graduated from Trinity cum laude with highest honors in math. In the summers of his college years he worked on a dewberry and peach farm in the Carthage area, and one summer he helped a brother-in-law build a house. 

After graduation his first job was principal of Glenwood School, near Marion, North Carolina, where he taught all the high school and supervised one teacher who taught the primary students and another teacher who taught the grammar grade students. One year later he carne to work as teacher and principal of Mineral Springs School in Durham County where there were three other teachers. He held this position for about two years, as World War I was in progress, and he was drafted into the U. S. Army as a private in May, 1918. He was involved in the fighting in France when the war ended on November 11, 1918. 

Mr. Stutts was returned to the U.S.A. in the spring of 1919 and received an honorable discharge from the army. That summer he accepted a job as math and science teacher in West Durham School (now E. K. Powe School), where, one year later, he became principal, supervising two schools in Durham County. About two years later he met Addie Jeanette Kluttz, who returned to West Durham School as a teacher after having worked during the war at the Department of Internal Revenue in Washington, D.C. They were married in 1922, and their only surviving child, Mary Elizabeth, was born in 1926 (now Mrs. Ralph P. Rogers, Jr., living in Durham). 

About 1917, Mr. Stutts had begun graduate study in Education at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He continued these studies over a period of years, studying, also, at the University of Pennsylvania and at Trinity College. In 1925 he received the Master of Education from Duke University, formerly Trinity College, the first year in which Duke awarded degrees. 

In the spring of 1926 Mr. Stutts made the decision to resign from his position with the Durham County Schools and to try a new vocation, selling real estate and insurance. About one year later he returned to his first career choice when he accepted a job as school principal in Cullowhee, North Carolina, at a school which was used as an observation school by Western Carolina Teachers College. Though he had always liked the mountains of North Carolina. he and Mrs. Stutts decided they wanted to live nearer their families. so in 1928. they moved eastward to Erwin North Carolina. where Mr. Stutts was to serve as principal and teacher of math and Mrs. Stutts would later be a teacher. until their retirement in 1956. 

The 28 years spent in Erwin were productive, gratifying years for the Stuttses. They loved the Erwin people and cherished life in the Erwin community. They were both lifetime Methodists, active in many facets of the Methodist Church both in Durham and in Erwin. For many years Mr. Stutts taught the men's Bible class in the Erwin Methodist Church, and served on the Board of Stewards, among other church positions. He was a member of the Erwin Lions Club and was active in educational organizations. 

As an educator he was concerned with the all-around development of students. Religious devotions were a regular part of classroom and chapel programs. Mr. Stutts worked in many ways to help the students. including accompanying some of them to college interviews to help them gain admission and, in some cases. to find needed jobs. A strict disciplinarian. he was able, none-the-less, to communicate a caring concern to the students. He was an enthusiastic supporter of athletics in the Erwin Schools, both team sports and physical education for all students. He promoted track meets in order to give many more students opportunities to compete in athletics, and he encouraged calisthenics in the classroom. A small, wiry man. he was fond of walking and calisthenics, two activities he continued regularly into his 90's. Throughout his life he was an avid fan of the Duke Blue Devils, and in retirement he and Mrs. Stutts were regular attendants at Duke football and basketball games. A person of quick mind, optimistic attitude, and a gentle spirit, he, also possessed a lively sense of humor. He enjoyed the respect of his students, his associates at work, the people of his community, and his family. 

In June of 1956, Mr.'. and Mrs. Stutts retired and moved to Durham where they 'built a retirement home near their daughter and her family as well as several other family members. They continued active lives in the Durham community, especially in the Methodist Church, rejoining the church they'd left when moving from Durham in 1927. From time to time until he was almost 90, Mr. Stutts took great joy in going back to Erwin, stopping to visit a few friends and especially enjoying chatting with people on the sidewalks of "downtown". Having touched so many lives in his many years of working in public schools, he seldom went anywhere in Erwin or Durham without seeing a former pupil. Mrs. Stutts died January 28, 1967, and Mr. Stutts lived to the age of 94 in his home on Englewood Avenue in Durham. He died there of Alzheimer’s disease, on June 28, 1984. Mr. and Mrs. Stutts are buried at Maplewood Cemetery in Durham. 
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