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Judge Floyd Herbert Taylor

January 12, 1877 - March 16, 1952

Few members of the legal fraternity of Harnett County have brought to the practice of their profession greater gifts of scholarship than Floyd Herbert Taylor of Lillington, Buies Creek, and Anderson Creek. Unlike the majority of his colleagues at the bar, Mr. Taylor did not enter practice in his early youth, but took up its labors when he had reached years of maturity and had attained a full understanding of its responsibilities. He served capably in the capacity of County Solicitor of Harnett County and was widely known in political circles as Chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee. 

Mr. Taylor was born on a farm near Buies Creek in Harnett ') County, North Carolina, January 12, 1877, the son of Evan Bryant Taylor and Elizabeth Robinson, a native of Georgia. 

Mr. Taylor graduated from Buies Creek Academy in 1904 and devoted his next two years to teaching in various schools in Harnett County. 

In 1906 he was elected Clerk of Superior Court, a position he served for eight years and to which he was nominated for a third term, but when the county changed the political complexion, he was defeated with the rest of the ticket. In the meantime, while in office, he had applied himself during his leisure hours to the study of law and eventually took the law course at Wake Forest College, and was admitted to the Bar in August, 1922. Immediately he began practicing in Lillington where he built up a 'splendid clientele with offices maintained opposite the Harnett County Court House. He displayed his abilities as a sound and reliable lawyer in a number of important cases that showed he was well grounded in the principles of every department of his profession. 

In 1925 he was appointed County Solicitor of Harnett County and served well in that office until 1928. 

In 1925 he was elected County Judge of Recorder's Court and performed in that position until his death, March 16, 1952. He was the county's oldest official and one of the State's oldest county Judges. He attended court for 21 years without missing a court day. 

Mr. Taylor was a member of the Harnett County Bar Association and the North Carolina Bar Association. He joined the Masonic Lodge at the ,age of 21, he was a member of the Junior Order of United American Mechanics, and the Knights of Pythias. 

He and his family belonged to the Baptist Church of Buies Creek, where he lived and taught a Sunday School Class for many years. 

In addition to his profession he had other interests such as: extensive farm holdings in rural Harnett that included forty-acres of land under cultivation at one time (some, in the Anderson Creek area, where the family lived for a short period of time). 

In August, 1906. Mr. Taylor married Mliss Cornelia Stewart, 

daughter of N. A. and Martha Messer Stewart of Harnett County. To this union were born eleven children: from the oldest, Mary Elizabeth, Margaret Cornelia, Floyd Herbert, Jr., Annie Cathryn, Evan Bryant II, Archibald Robinson, Ruth Dare, Carro Swan, James Woodard, Martha Stewart to William Alexander, the youngest. 
Staying with the tradition set by their father, both Archie R. and William A. (Billie) became practicing lawyers in Harnett and Lee Counties. Archie was also District Solicitor for a number of years. Both are now deceased, but there are: A grandson, Ben F. Clifton, a practicing attorney in Raleigh, North Carolina, two great grand children I David F. McRae, who is associated with Bain and Marshall Law Firm in Lillington, North Carolina, and Jean McRae, attorney in Atlanta, Georgia. Another great grand child, Jan Hornsby Johnson is a paralegal with Tharrington, Smith, and Hargrove Law Firm in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Surviving children of Mr. Taylor are: Margaret Cornelia Walters of Carolina Beach, North Carolina, Carro Swan Orr of Charlotte, North Carolina, Martha Stewart Robbins, of Hagerstown, Maryland, Annie Cathryn McRae of Lillington, North Carolina. 
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