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Annie Elizabeth Wells Andrews
January 24, 1897-June 24, 1978

Annie Wells, the first of six children of her parents, George Robert and Keren Eliza Jeffress Wells of Mecklenberg County, Virginia, was born near Boydton, Virginia in Mecklenberg County on January 24, 1897. The other children were Jennings, Robert, Reta, Byrde and Lawrence. Her parents farmed in Virginia from the time of their marriage, October 29, 1895 until they moved to Harnett County in 1911. 

Relatives of the Wells family had already moved to Harnett County. On a return visit to Virginia, they gave glowing reports that conditions for the production of tobacco in Harnett County were more favorable than in Virginia. Searching for a better livelihood, the Wells family left Virginia when Annie was fourteen and settled in the Chalybeate Springs community in Harnett County. 

The family began attending Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church and quickly became contributing people to the community. Annie Wells soon met Daniel Boone Andrews, a native and second son of Joseph Andrews and Lucinthia Andrews. He, at that time, was a member of the Bachelor's Club, a young men's group in the community, but membership did not keep him from having interests in newcomers, especially Annie Wells. 

At an early age, "Boonie", as he was known, showed great interest in farming and was determined to make a success in farming and business, and have something to offer when he married. He worked diligently towards this goal. By the time he married Annie Wells on December 17, 1919, he had cleared land, built a new home, and purchased a new piano for Annie as a wedding gift, which she discovered when they went to their new home for their honeymoon, following their marriage in the Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church. Annie was 22. "Boonie" was 35. 

Although a teenager, Annie was employed before marriage as principal of a two room school, Harnett Chapel (on the Wake/Harnett line) with grades running from one to seven. Her mother, a public school teacher, taught her daughter at home at night after moving to North Carolina. During this time, she observed her many attributes for teaching, traits, no doubt that must have impressed Annie's suitor. 

Five children were born to the union: the eldest, Lucile Meredith (born February 22, 1921 -died January 24, 1922; the second, Pauline Frances, died at birth, December 25, 1922; the third, Eunice Melba, July 4, 1928; the fourth, Gladys Keren, November 17, 1932, and died September 21, 1968; the fifth, Daniel Boone Andrews, Jr., April 5, 1934. 

Gladys, who died at age 35, married Truman Sedrick Smith on December 26, 1953. 

*Eunice Melba Andrews, following her graduation from Lafayette High School, became a student at Meredith College, graduating with the AB degree in 1949. On June 11, 1949 she married Dr. Loy Connell Smith, a physician. In 1959 Dr. and Mrs. Smith were appointed as medical missionaries to Nigeria, West Africa, by the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention where they served until 1968. Dr. Smith was the Superintendent of the Baptist Medical Centre in Ogbomosho, Nigeria. A tragic automobile accident in Nigeria took Dr. smith's life on May 16, 1968. His grave is located on the grounds of the hospital. This untimely death made necessary the relocation to the states of Eunice and her three children, Melba Claire, Loy Connell, Jr., and Brian Andrews Smith. 

Eunice and the children, upon their return to the states, settled in Richmond, Virginia where Eunice served on the home staff of the Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, Virginia until November 1979 when she and Dr. Thomas Albert Bland were married. Dr. Bland was a professor in the South Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary from 1956 through 1993. Now retired, they reside in Wake Forest.* 

Daniel Boone Andrews, Jr., fifth child and only son of Annie and "Boonie" Andrews is a principal land owner and farmer in Harnett County. Following graduation from LaFayette High School, Dan attended Wake Forest College. While at Wake Forest, he made a decision to leave the school and return to his home to help his widowed mother in management of the farm. His father had died at age 53, on April 26, 1937, when Dan was only three. In the intervening years his mother was sole manager of the farm. He felt, by now, she needed assistance. 

*Since his return home, Dan has been generous in his leadership in and support of farm organizations, agri-business enterprises, voluntary civic organizations, and the Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church. In November 1992, he was elected to the Board of Commissioners of Harnett County. Dan and Willie Joyce Prince were married on February 9, 1963 in her home church, Christian Light Christian Church. Dan and Joyce have two sons, William Dan and Anthony Boone Andrews. Joyce Prince Andrews is a graduate of Saint Andrews College and a teacher in LaFayette Elementary School. 

Daniel Boone Andrews, Sr. who died of a disabling illness was buried in the Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church cemetery. The baptistery in the church was presented by Annie Wells Andrews in loving memory of her husband's death. 

Widowed at age 40, she had 3 children to rear and educate, as well as a farm to manage. Through her sound management of seven family farms, she paid off debts and learned to drive a car. She won respect as a good business woman, dealt effectively with many tenants, and lived to see the fruits of her labor, a better day for agriculture. 

She was an active member of Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church, serving as a deacon, Sunday School teacher, Woman's Missionary Union President. From 1945-1956 she was superintendent of Woman's Missionary Union of the Little River Baptist Association. She served on the N.C. Woman's Missionary Union Executive Board. She traveled to Nigeria, West Africa three times to visit her daughter's family.* 

Annie Andrews died June 24, 1978 and is buried beside her husband in Chalybeate Springs Baptist Cemetery. There are five grandchildren, three belonging to Eunice and two to Dan and Joyce, namely: 1) Melba Claire Smith Gropper, Berkeley Heights, N.J.; 2) Loy Connell smith Jr., Richmond, Va.; 3) Brian Andrews Smith, Boone, N.C.; 4) William Dan Andrews and 5) Anthony Boone Andrews, brothers, both of Fuquay Varina, N.C. and three great grandchildren: Christian Connell Gropper and Andrew Alden Gropper of Berkeley Heights, N.J., James Connor Smith, son of Brian Andrews Smith, Boone, N.C. 
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