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John Robert Baggett
October 1, 1871 -August 24, 1934
Frequently men and women achieve success by ignoring family duties, such as caring for parents or kindred, in order to pursue their own ambitions and desires. It is observed some of these people become outwardly successful, but, inwardly, suffer pains of regret. When they realize, only too late, that they alone are responsible for dumping the care burden on the shoulders of other family members, or on friends. 

This situation was not the case in the life of John Robert Baggett, who provided care, first, for his entire family, his parents, and siblings before his own aims and life's interests were promoted. Later, as a result, he had no regrets when he became a prominent lawyer and mayor of Lillington, NC. 

Mr. Baggett was born October 1, 1871 in Sampson County of a sturdy Welsh lineage. His parents were Silas E. and Winifred (Wilson) Baggett; his mother was the daughter of Jesse Wilson, his father the son of Joyner Baggett, both from the same county. His first Welsh descendants landed at Jamestown, Va. in early history of America. Shortly thereafter, they crossed the Alleghanies, settled in upper Ohio valley, and prior to the Revolution (War of Independence), returned to Virginia, from which they migrated, to Sampson County, N.C. John Baggett, the great, great grandfather of John Robert Baggett was the founder of the North Carolina branch. 

Mr. Baggett's father was a school teacher for many years before the War Between the states. While serving his country as a confederate soldier, the wounds he received made him practically an invalid; his mother suffered from various illnesses almost continuously. Even when a mere boy, John Robert, being the oldest child, felt a sense of responsibility for their support. When very young he had received some instruction from his father, but until he was 21 years old, he had no systematic schooling. Instead he had given his entire time and energy to the development of the family farm in Mingo Township, and to the establishment of a comfortable household for his parents, brothers, and sisters. His burdens were eased by the unselfish cooperation of every family member doing his or her part, physically and materially, for their maintenance. 

At length the prime end was reached: a substantial well improved farm, and a comfortable home for all. It was only after this duty had been faithfully fulfilled that he turned to the task of self improvement. By now he had practically forgotten all that he had once learned, but in September of 1892, at age 21, he bravely entered the primary department of Glencoe School, Sampson County, where his classmates ranged in age from 7 upward. In steadfast pursuit of his studies he absorbed knowledge so fast he was offered a first grade teacher's certificate on April 12, the following year, 1893. 

The West School, low in efficiency and order, was his assignment. The new teacher found that he had a man's work before him, but with vim and confidence he soon stamped out rowdiness and obtained the confidence and support of the parents. His success spread abroad -other schools were asking for his service. Meanwhile he continued his own studies, took preparatory work at Salem Academy, and in 1896 entered the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. without any interference for four years, he received his degree with the class of 1900. He then became principal of Salemburg School, to which he added a boarding department and an attendance of 170 by the end of the school year. 

In 1901 he joined J.A. Campbell as co-principal of Buies Creek Academy in Harnett County. In that institution much of his outstanding and useful work as an educator was accomplished. From Salemburg School he brought 100 students to Buies Creek Academy and for ten years helped Mr. J.A. Campbell develop the famous preparatory School. Both teacher and proprietor did not stop at the border line of scholastic education, but laid solid foundations for character building and ambition. His boyhood experience gave him an understanding and sympathy for the struggling youths, who in later years still held him in high esteem. 

When he completed his work at Buies Creek Academy, thirty two of these students had gone to the University of N.C. at Chapel Hill and one hundred and twenty-eight to Wake Forest College. He had taught more than 5,000 boys and girls. Among his most valuable possession was a record of names and notations concerning their career after leaving school. 
Mr. Baggett studied law in the UNC School of Law at Chapel Hill and received his license to practice in 1908. He did not begin actual practice until 1910 when he opened an office in Lillington. In that year he was elected to the State Senate representing the district which comprised Harnett, Johnston, and Sampson Counties. Previously the district had been republican, now he carried it for the democrats by a good majority. As a legislator he centered his activities on better educational opportunities for the masses, improved social and industrial conditions, investigation of management in State hospitals and institutions. He championed the bill for the establishment of the Caswell Training School for the feeble minded, and served on its Board of Trustees; supported measures for establishment of farm life schools in North Carolina, and under its provisions the Lillington School was established. He also pushed through a bill to authorize bond issues for electric lighting of Lillington, sewer and water supply. 

He became mayor in 1913 and served to 1919. Besides his lucrative private law practice, Mr. Baggett managed various interests of the Atlantic and Western Railroad, of which he was the counsel and a director. The line ran from Sanford to Lillington. Plans for an extension to the east coast did not materialize. He was also instrumental in building the Lillington Oil Mill. 

Mr. Baggett married Mary Allene Keeter of Halifax County, N.C. September 8, 1901. To them were born eight children: Venable, Shakespeare, Miriam, Allene, John Robert, Jr. Winifred Adelaide, Margaret Wilson, Joseph Woodrow, Edna Blanche, and Lucy Keeter. Mr. and Mrs. Baggett were avid supporters of any school activity. He served on the Lillington School board while his children were in grade and high school. 

He was a leading member of the Lillington Baptist church, and when built, was chairman of the building committee. Besides his church and home duties, he gave much of his attention to Masonic matters and to the junior order of the United American Mechanics. 
Cooperation and joint support emotionally and financially, by all members of the family on any endeavor, brought about a closely knitted family that weathered the depression, expenses, college education and some illnesses. One request of Mr. Baggett in later years was for all members of his family to return home at Christmas time from where ever they lived, if at all possible, and to continue this practice after his departure. This promise has been kept almost consistently despite death or illness. 

Six of their children became college graduates, five from the University at Chapel Hill, one in Medicine from the University of Maryland. Miriam (m. John Rigby, of N.C. ) became a teacher and supervisor; Winifred (m. George Fuller of New Jersey) a Social Worker in New York City and a Red Cross Director in Leonia, N.J.; Margaret (m. Charles Dolan, of Maryland), a public health nurse in tuberculosis research in several states and later, Head of Public Health School of Nursing at UNC-Chapel Hill; Edna (m. Jack Albert Crook, of Idaho), graduate of Peter Bent-Brigham Hospital, Boston, Mass., and of UNC-Chapel Hill, an army nurse, later a nurse with the Veterans Administration; Lucy, the youngest (Mrs. Dave Davidson), an U.S. foreign service representative; Joseph Woodrow, M.D. a gynecologist; Venable, the oldest, an estate dealer; John Robert, Jr., a bondsman and other business interests. The latter two attended UNC-Chapel Hill. 

At this writing, February, 1993, three children are deceased: Venable (m. Melba Groom, of Groomtown, NC, living), John Robert Jr. (Bob) (m. Catherine Jones of Atlanta, GA., living), and Doctor Margaret Dolan, (her honorary degree awarded by Duke University). Miriam is in a retirement home in Fayetteville; NC, Edna (divorced), retired, lives alone in the homeplace, 106 West Front Street; Winifred, retired, lives in Charlotte, NC; J.W., retired from active practice, and wife, former Hannah Huske of Fayetteville reside in Fayetteville; NC, Lucy and husband, Dave, a retired salesman, and native of North Dakota, moved from their home in Indiana of many years to Lake Tillery, Norwood, NC. Dave was former Vice President of Allison Division of General Motors Corporation. All children were married and had one or more children, except Margaret, who had none. 

Mr. Baggett died August 24, 1934; his wife, Allene, died January 24, 1960. Both are buried in Harnett Memorial Park, Lillington, as well as Venable, "Bob", and Margaret (her ashes). 
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