Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemaker's Historical Quilt, 1989

O. Jennings Bradley
March 8, 1869 -April 19, 1920
During the first five or six years of Byrd P. Gentry's Administration as superintendent of Harnett County Schools, o. Jennings Bradley of Kipling, NC served as a member of the County Board of Education with John M. Hodges of Linden, as chairman, and Thomas Watts Harrington of the Mt. Pisgah section of the county as a third board member. 
Mr. Bradley, nicknamed "Bud", was the son of Anderson N. Bradley (b.August 2, 1842 in Cumberland County; d. May 11, 1894 in Harnett County) and Caroline Matthews Bradley (b. July 7 1844 in Cumberland County; d. November 28, 1927 in Harnett County). He and his wife Ada smith Bradley had four daughters and two sons. 

Today, as of May 1995, both sons, Paul and Pou, are deceased, as well as the oldest daughter, Mrs. Ala B. Tilley (Alvah) and her sister, Mrs. Josephine B. Wagstaff (Hubert), both formerly of Fuquay Springs. The two living sisters, Helen Bradley the youngest, and Mrs. Beulah B. Dula (Clyde) moved their residence from Kipling to 3208 Ridge Rd. in Durham in order to be near Mrs. Dula's stepson, Clyde, Jr. Mr. Dula, Sr. was a former principal of Benhaven School in Western Harnett. Mrs. Dula, after her husband's death, served as secretary until her retirement in the office of Glenn T. Proffit, Superintendent of Harnett Schools, 1951 to September 1, 1966. 

Paul Bradley married Josephine Harmon of Buies Creek, NC and the other son, Pou Bradley married Myrtle Senter, the oldest daughter of William Leonard Senter of Kipling. After marriage they moved to Lillington to a newly built home at 908 South Ninth Street that is presently owned by McKay and Marie Salmon. 

While all was seemingly going well, and much progress had been made in the Harnett School system, O. Jennings Bradley died unexpectedly on Monday April 19, 1920 and Thomas Watts Harrington just nine months later, on January 12, 1921. 

Mr. Bradley was driving his car up a grade in the road near his home when the car, rounding a curve, struck a tree. He was found lying near the running board of his auto in an unconscious state. It was assumed he had either a stroke or a heart attack, and died a few minutes afterward. 

Funeral services were held Tuesday afternoon April 20, 1920 at Chalybeate springs Baptist church, and interment in the church cemetery. The Rev. J.A. Campbell and his pastor, the Rev. J.S. Farmer conducted the service. 

In the short fifty one years of his life, Mr. Bradley was busy running a farm, managing a cotton gin, a general store that was established by his father Anderson N. Bradley, and housed Kipling's Post Office, also a saw and planing mill set up during WWII due to the demands of lumber at that time and one jointly operated with his brother Edward. These various businesses were located across the highway in front of his two story timbered residence built in 1913. 

The esteem in which Mr. Bradley was held is illustrated by the editorial that appeared in The Harnett News as follows: 

"Sweet and unassuming in the even tenor of his way, O. Bradley lived the life that makes one love his fellowman and grieves at the loss of him. 

Men like Mr. Bradley are greatly appreciated in this day when real worth counts for most. For not by words did he make himself known but by his deeds. His memory will be revered as one who devoted his talent to make of the world a better abiding place. 

The soul of a Christian returns to its Giver. The life is spent and each receives back its dust. And once more is the prophesy of Isaiah exemplified: "For I know that the Lord God will help me; therefore have I set my face like a flint, therefore I shall not be afraid and I know that I shall not be ashamed." 
Written by: Evelyn Byrd, Quilt Coordinator, May 1995 
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