Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

Marion Holt Brock "Jack"
November 11, 1921 -July 3, 1986
Most employed people begin looking forward to their retirement years as they approach their sixty-plus birthdays by making plans for new interests, long desired travel, or doing just what they wish, nothing else. It is tragic when illness may interrupt one's plans, but sadder still when death comes in the midst of unfinished projects, unfilled dreams. 

Such was the case of the Harnett County Manager Marion Holt Brock, better known as "Jack", his acquired name at a very early age. Within three months of becoming sixty-five, Mr. Brock had started much and accomplished far more than many his age. 

He was born November 11, 1921 and died at Duke Medical Center July 3, 1986 due to a long bout with leukemia. His funeral, handled by Price Funeral Home of Erwin, was held at the Erwin united Methodist Church. Surviving are his wife, the former Martha Elizabeth Whitesell of Fort Mill, S.C. and one son, their only child, Worth Franklin Brock of Apex; two brothers: Clifton H. Brock of Lillington, and Fred Brock of Chesapeake, Virginia; one sister, Mrs. Ophelia Brock Roberts of Coats. Burial was in Greenwood Cemetery, Dunn, where his parents, Melissa Truelove and Worthy Franklin Brock were buried. 

At the time of his father's death, Worth was not married. He has since married, and he and his wife, the former Elaine Cotronis live in the rolling country side on SR1010 between Apex and Cary. His mother came to Erwin to teach, met Jack, married him and continued to live in Erwin, Jack's home all his life. 

Prior to his entry into Harnett County government, he operated a grocery store between Erwin and Dunn. A life long Methodist, he was a member of the Erwin United Methodist Church where he taught Sunday School for thirty years, served as a lay leader, and chaired many a church office. He was also active in his community. For years 1982-1983, he was chosen "Man of the year", was a member of the Erwin chamber of Commerce, a member of the Board of Directors of Erwin's Central Carolina Bank, and for the town, headed all sorts of charitable Funds and community drives. Strangely, his entry into governmental affairs started with the resignation of Commissioner Bill Warren, who by his request, became county coroner. Brock was appointed to replace Mr. Warren on the Board of Commissioners, September 9, 1963 and was successfully elected thereafter. He served for twenty-three years, and, as chairman, from December 7, 1964 to December 2, 1974. He was a life long resident of Erwin-coats District #2. He was a member of the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners, and selected as the North Carolina County Commissioner of the year, 1981. He had served on the State board of County Commissioners since 1967 and for ten years served on the National Board. 

Other boards on which he served were: the Harnett Health Department for fifteen years and the mental Health Board since 1968 

In 1971 he became county manager for a period of fifteen years. During his years as county manager the following projects, which he encouraged or were undertaken, were: the development of North East Metropolitan Water District, the development of the Buies Creek -Coats Waste Water District, the Solid Waste disposal system (land fills), installation of the Industrial Training Center, later becoming Central Carolina Community College; set up of Fire and Rescue Districts county wide; construction of the Boone Trail and Anderson Creek Medical Centers; building of a new county office building, on the former Henry T. Spears Property, to house the Cooperative Extension Service, the ASCS offices, and the Harnett Social Services. Just before Mr. Brock died, he signed a contract for building the Harnett Law Enforcement Center, with attached jail; and lastly, the development of Harnett Airport. 

Mr. Brock had a service record of five years in World War II, 1940-1945. He was a Master Sergeant in army artillery. 

Outwardly, Mr. Brock was a gentle and an affable person, criticized by some, admired by many, and one who seldom got riled, but would stand for his rights when the occasion arose. He was intrigued by county government -enjoyed it and, in course of time, learned a lot. 
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