Deceased Honoree Chosen by the Friends of Harnett County Library for the Extension Homemakers Historical Quilt, 1989

LOUIS DANDRIDGE BURWELL

December 10, 1861 -January 5, 1922

Louis Dandridge Burwell, who was born December 10, 1861 and died January 5, 1922 at the age of 60, was a prosperous Lillington merchant who left his entire estate to the Town of Lillington. Children toys were an important part of the stock of his hardware store. 

The present attractive Town Hall at 819 Main street, known as the Burwell Building, was erected in 1930, with funds from his estate and in partial conformity with the terms of his Last Will and Testament. 

Burwell, a native of Warrenton, N.C. moved to Lillington in 1905 from Smithfield, N.C. He was a member of a family long prominent in Warren County and the adjacent area of Virginia. Upon arrival in Lillington, he selected a site midway the main business block on the south side of Front Street, erected his building, bought his stock, and opened for business at the location where he was operating at the time of this death. 
For the first two years Burwell and his wife, the former Ida Sellers (born December 10, 1861 and died August 3, 1931) conducted the mercantile business from the front part of the building and had their living quarters in the rear. This gave him opportunity to purchase a large lot on the corner of 8th Street and James Street, where he erected a handsome one-story house which today (1993) is presently standing and currently owned by David Graden. Extensive restorations have been made to the property by Graden. 

The Burwell house, erected in high Victorian style, featured an unusual roof line with square cupolas decorated in stained glass, and a wide front veranda with railings. The house, number 1000, was set high off the ground at the front, where it faces Eighth street with wide wooden front steps. Large blue hydrangeas were planted close to the house on all sides. A pair of handsome magnolia trees grew on either side of the front walk often bordered by hyacinths in the spring. A neat picket fence bordered the entire property, and for years it was a showplace of the town, always meticulously kept. The Burwells owned one of the first victrolas purchased for a Lillington residence, and were always eager to share their great record collection with friends. 

Burwell had little interest in politics, but was persuaded by friends to stand for county commissioner and was elected and served one term. He was serving his second term as town treasurer at the time of his death. 

A member of the Episcopal Church, which then and now, has no sanctuary in Lillington, Burwell obtained permission for the small group of Episcopalians living in Lillington to use the facilities of the Presbyterian Church for services quarterly held at an hour that did not conflict with the Presbyterian schedule. 

Burwell died unexpectedly at his home January 5, 1922, a few hours after returning from his day long usual duties at his store and the accustomed closing hour. The funeral service was conducted from the Presbyterian Church with the Rev. S.A. Edgerton and Rev. G.F. Kirpatrick officiating. Burial was in Summerville Cemetery. Pallbearers were J.C. Thomson, H.T. Atkins, James Marsh, J.O. Sutton, Marshall Spears and J.N. Fuquay. 

Under the terms of his handwriting, Burwell made ample provision for his widow for her lifetime. All other assets of his estate were bequeathed to the Town of Lillington. 

The will, probated January 17, 1922 with the Clerk of Harnett Superior Court, then A.A. McDonald, listed value of real estate at $25,000. Handwriting of Burwell was attested to by Charles Ross and Marshall Spears. In the will, Burwell sets forth plans to convert his entire estate, real and personal, into cash on death of his wife, and to set up what he calls the L.D. Burwell Memorial Fund which must not be less than $50,000. He instructs that the town officials seek a site for a much needed town hall, "not less than 100 by 140 feet in size, not less than four stories, providing a jail, a courtroom and ample office space." If any space is not used he instructs that it be rented in order to provide a scholarship for a needy student in Lillington, or Lillington Township, to the University of North Carolina. 

Burwell sets forth his intention to pay for the site, the architect, and the construction of a Town Hall for Lillington, and if any funds remain, for appropriate furnishings. The Raleigh Bank and Trust Co. was named as executor. There had never been any prior hint or mention by Burwell to town officials of his intentions, announced first to the press following his death by his attorney, J.R. Baggett. The will was written in February 1921, nearly 11 months before his death. 

Mrs. Burwell survived her husband nine years. After her death, pending erection of a town hall, the front rooms of the residence served for a few years as the meeting place of the Lillington Woman's Club. The club members added new draperies and made other interior improvements. In a separate adjoining room was located the fledgling library; out of it operated the first county bookmobile. When the Town auctioned the property to apply the proceeds to the Town Hall, the residence was purchased by the late Grayson Biggs and his first wife, the late Gertrude Redfern Biggs.'
Mr. and Mrs. Burwell had no children. He devoted all his energies to building a successful mercantile career and upkeep of his home, but apparently few things gave him the pleasure of buying and selling toys to parents for holiday gifts to their children. Burwell kept his store open late to be certain no child was disappointed on Christmas Day. Variety of toys was wide. 

For example, a tiny celluloid doll sold for five cents; an imported German-make doll for $10 or more dollars. 

The late Lucile Spears Johnson, whose parents, the late Mr. and Mr. H.T. Spears, who were close friends of the Burwells, stated before her death in December 1992, that it was her mother, the late Lucie McKay Spears, who suggested to Mrs. Burwell the highly appropriate epitaph for Burwell's tombstone. It reads: "Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 
Ironically, the only request this public spirited man made of the Town was that his grave site be kept neat and beautified. Sadly, weeds and brush appeared, but some 15 years ago Miss Cornelia McLauchlin appeared before the town board with a reprimand and a request that this be remedied. The Town fathers quickly responded, and today ample memorial funds in a church cemetery fund at Summerville assure that the resting place of Louis Burwell will have the care he modestly requested. 
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